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“We can fix health care and make
life more affordable while
charting a path back to balance
in four years. If anyone tries to
tell you it can’t be done, we’re
going to prove them wrong.”

Adrien Sala

Minister of Finance



Manitoba’s Budget
By the numbers

S24.1 billion

Total spending
2.8% more than 23-24 (Q3 forecast)

S796 million
Deficit
S1.2 billion less than 23-24 (Q3 forecast)

0.6%

GDP growth forecast
Slower than 2023, slightly above national average

38.5%

Debt-to-GDP ratio
One point higher than 23-24 (Q3 forecast)

S8.2 billion

Investment in Health, Seniors & Long-Term Care
13.5% increase from 23-24



‘One Future. One People. One Manitoba.’

A dose of prairie populism

The first budget tabled by Premier Wab Kinew’s government since taking the reins six months
ago tackles two major themes: fixing an ailing health care system and lowering costs for
Manitobans. Though it reads much like the platform the Manitoba NDP was elected on, the
budget’s ambition is tempered somewhat by the ballooning deficit left behind by the previous
year’s budget under the Progressive Conservatives.

Finance Minister Adrien Sala walks a fine line of investing in new initiatives, such as tax rebates
and health care staffing, while showing less red ink over the next four years — a $796 million
deficit in 2024-25, with a path to balance at the end of the NDP’s first term, fulfilling a promise
the Premier intends to keep, even as his team found the province’s books to be in much worse
shape than expected.

Kinew is still riding a wave of the highest popularity of any Premier in the country. How
Manitobans react to his government’s first budget is a test of how long that wave may last. It is
the NDP’s first opportunity to truly put a stamp on the province after seven years of PC rule.
And, focused on the two biggest challenges Manitobans are facing while also not breaking the
bank, it’s another sign Kinew plans to govern like the prairie populist NDP leaders who came
before him.

Curing what ails ya’

Finding enough workers is among the top health care challenges in any Canadian jurisdiction.
This priority is referenced so often by the Manitoba government that it is commonly referred to
as the “4,3,2,1” plan —the NDP’s commitment to hire 400 doctors, 300 nurses, 200 paramedics
and 100 homecare workers. Budget 2024 aims to take the first step, allocating $310 million for
recruiting, retaining and training 1,000 health care workers over the next year. This breaks
down to 100 doctors, 210 nurses, 90 paramedics and 600 health care aides.

The budget more than doubles capital funding in health care, with money allocated to begin the
work on reopening emergency rooms at the Victoria Hospital and Eriksdale Hospital.
Additionally, a $6.9 million investment will support cancer care initiatives, ranging from access
to oncology drugs to pre-design work of the new CancerCare Headquarters.

While the enabling legislation was not introduced in time to be passed this spring, the
government plans to fund a new, independent Seniors’ Advocate office. A $21.8 million fund
will help cover staffing to provide more direct hours of care in Personal Care Homes, with the
ultimate goal of reaching 4.1 hours per resident per day.

Pocket change

With no silver bullet to tackle the cost of living, Budget 2024 features a package of affordability
measures: lowering auto insurance rates by five per cent, providing free prescription birth
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control, rebates for electric vehicles and security systems, and increased financial supports for
people with low incomes.

When it comes to taxation, the NDP government’s hands were largely tied. Well before the
2023 election campaign got underway, Kinew promised to keep the PCs 2023 budget in place —
including the tax cuts it entailed.

The budget does come with a pair of progressive reforms that kick in for 2025. It will scrap two
education tax credit programs and replace them with a new Homeowners Affordability Tax
Credit of up to $1,500. While homeowners at the top of the scale will end up paying more,
anyone whose home is worth less than $437,000 will see no change or may even receive more
than they did under the old programs.

Pitched as a broad middle-class tax cut, the government is raising income tax bracket
thresholds and reinstating annual indexing. It will also phase out the Basic Personal Amount for
people earning more than $200,000 — meaning the first $16,000 or so of that will no longer be
tax-free for higher earners. It’s a change New Democrats see as bringing more fairness to the
tax system without bringing in new brackets, ensuring those taking home more pay a bit more —
to the tune of $3.5 million annually.

One of Kinew’s first moves in office was pausing the 14 cent per litre fuel tax — a campaign
promise that helped the NDP outflank the PCs on affordability in the eyes of many voters. But it
was only a six-month commitment — until Budget 2024 extended it to the end of September. It
saves a family with two vehicles an estimated $375 at a cost of an extra $85 million to the
treasury.

Economies of scale

For how often the Premier repeats his go-to line of “the economic horse pulls the social cart,”
it’s little surprise that Budget 2024 emphasizes the creation of an economic strategy that builds
on Manitoba’s advantages. The government plans to invest in a complete supply chain for the
growing low-carbon economy and set conditions to attract new private-sector investment.
Much like the federal program by the same name, Manitoba is committing $50 million to
establish its own Strategic Innovation Fund to provide “targeted supports for industry when
and where it will create the most benefit.”

Few may think of Manitoba as a maritime province, but the Port of Churchill makes it possible.
The government is building on this advantage by investing $30 million in repairing and
upgrading the Hudson Bay Railway and the port itself. Budget 2024 also highlights investment
in CentrePort Canada to foster the development of new business and trade opportunities.

Other initiatives include $4 million for the Indigenous Economic Development Fund (IEDF) to
provide grant funding for programs and services that support Indigenous business owners,
entrepreneurs and organizations and an additional $250,000 for Research Manitoba’s work in
health, science, engineering, and the humanities. The government also continues to develop a
new critical minerals strategy to capitalize on the global demand for needed for electric
vehicles, batteries, chargers and more.
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For more information please contact:

Nathan Clark
Director, Western Canada
nclark@enterprisecanada.com

Mike McKinnon
Senior Consultant, Western Canada
mmckinnon@enterprisecanada.com
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