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THE 2023 MANITOBA BUDGET  
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

THE BUDGET BY THE NUMBERS:

$21.5 billion
Total Revenue

$21.9 billion
Total Spending

$363 million
Deficit

$31.1 billion
Total Debt 2023-24

34.6 per cent
Net Debt to GDP

$18.9 billion
Operating Expenditure

$3.1 billion
Capital Infrastructure 

Investment

$7.3 billion
Federal Transfers

$7.1 billion
Health Care

$311 million
Tax Relief

$5.5 billion
Income Tax Revenue

$2.6 billion
Retail Sales Tax Revenue

$693 million
Education Property Tax Revenue
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INFLATION RELIEF DEBRIEF
Newly-appointed Finance Minister Cliff Cullen 
tabled the Progressive Conservatives (PC) 
government’s budget today, titled Historic Help for 
Manitobans. This budget comes as the government 
and opposition shift their focus from the Legislature 
to the polls with an election coming in October.    

As the PCs continue to trail in the polls, particularly 
in vote-rich Winnipeg, Budget 2023 includes 
significant investments aimed at luring back PC 
supporters who are being swayed to the emerging 
NDP after the party spent seven years in the 
opposition benches. 

As the title indicates, the budget includes several 
key investments for affordability and shoring up the 
health care system; key topics that are expected 
to dominate the campaign trail this fall. Budget 
2023 promises $1.8 billion in affordability relief for 
Manitobans, which the government touts will save 
the average family $5,500 by 2024. Most notable 
among the affordability promises is an income tax 
cut in 2024 and increases to the Basic Personal 
Amount in 2023. 

Health care saw a $469 million jump in Budget 
2023 – sitting at $7.1 billion in 2023-24 – 
including several large investments in reducing 
diagnostic and surgical backlogs and in health 
human resources.  

The budget also cuts last year’s deficit in half with 
the government forecasting provincial coffers 
$363 million in the red. The goal of balancing the 
budget within the next six years remains achievable. 
Budget 2023 forecasts revenues for 2023-24 to 
come in at $21.5 billion – over $2 billion less than 
Budget 2022 – and a nearly $2 billion increase in 
expenses, totalling $21.9 billion in 2023-24. 

The province’s net debt is projected to increase to 
$31.1 billion at the end of 2023-24, up from $30.5 
billion from 2022-23.  

Real GDP in 2022 slowed from 3.6 per cent in 
2022 to 0.7 per cent in 2023. Net debt-to-GDP 
ratio sits at 34.6 per cent in 2023-24, down more 
than 1 per cent compared to last year’s budget. 

With the government’s spending plan now clear, 
the next order of business will be the budget 
debate in the Legislature followed by ministerial 
estimates, where the opposition parties will have 
the opportunity to grill Cabinet ministers on their 
files. Expect these showdowns to be filled with 
political theatrics as both ministers and critics 
look to one-up each other in the hopes of gaining 
momentum heading into the October election. 

The government will look to shift attention away 
from the Legislature with a communications-
focused budget tour, which typically include 
announcing (and re-announcing) key investments 
from the budget. 

Budget 2023 makes clear that the PCs plan to 
change hearts and minds heading into the October 
election. They’re just hoping voters’ hearts run 
through their wallets.

HEALTH
Following close to seven years where health care 
has dominated the headlines throughout Manitoba, 
the Stefanson government injected a significant 
boost of funds to the health system in Budget 
2023. Health operating spending is budgeted at 
$7.1 million in 2023-24; a 7 per cent increase from 
2022-23. 

Seeking to provide assurance that the provincial 
government is addressing the existing challenges 
in the health system, Budget 2023 allocates $123 
million for the next phase of the PC government’s 
Health Human Resources Action Plan. Budget 
2023 also earmarks $130 million for the work 
of the Diagnostic and Surgical Recovery Task 
Force, which has been tasked with eliminating all 
COVID-19 backlogs throughout the province. 

Another element being lauded by the Stefanson 
government is their increase to the Pharmacare 
Branch. In addition to providing additional 
resources to absorb the pressures relating to 
drug costs, the $120 million increase will be used 
to cover the costs of two new programs recently 
announced: a new hearing aid program for seniors 
and the extension of coverage for insulin pumps.
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Seniors and long-term care have been a key focus 
of the government since Stefanson has taken the 
reins. Budget 2023 includes $55 million for the 
continued implementation of the recommendations 
included in the Stevenson Review and $15.9 million 
budgeted for the initial rollout of Manitoba’s seniors 
strategy. Following recent criticism relating to a lack 
of progress on personal care home development, 
Budget 2023 also includes capital funding to 
replace the recently-closed Parkview Place PCH in 
Winnipeg. 

Noted under their investments towards community 
safety rather than health care, Budget 2023 
includes $17.3 million for year two commitments 
listed in the government’s five-year roadmap for 
mental health. Key investments include: 

• $1 million to add crisis stabilization unit beds 
and expand telepsychiatry services;

• $9.4 million for 1,000 new treatment spaces 
for substance use and addictions treatment 
services providers across Manitoba; and

• $1.5 million in child and youth mental health 
services to improve access and reduce wait 
times.

Health capital investments for 2023-24 are 
budgeted at $1.2 billion and will largely go towards 
previously-announced hospital redevelopment 
projects, including the St. Boniface emergency 
department in Winnipeg, new hospitals in Portage 
la Prairie and Neepawa, and expansions of the 
Bethesda Regional Health Centre, the Boundary 
Trails Health Centre, and the Selkirk Regional 
Health Centre. 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INVESTMENT 
Manitoba’s spending spree carries over to 
infrastructure as the government commits a record 
$3 billion in capital funding in 2023-24 and $14 
billion over the next five years.

While many of the major investments are in health 
care facilities and schools, municipalities will 
come away with a $160-million annual increase 

for capital that includes a previously-announced 
investment in municipal water and wastewater 
systems. Some of the investments include:

• $40 million previously announced to develop 
and expand CentrePort South, North America’s 
largest inland port and foreign trade zone;

• $2.5 billion to upgrade provincial highways 
over the next five years, including the Perimeter 
Highway around Winnipeg; and

• A $13.4 million increase for the transit systems 
in Winnipeg, Brandon, Selkirk, Flin Flon, and 
Thompson.

As for the province’s Crown corporations, Manitoba 
Hydro will invest $3.4 billion over the next five years 
in new and upgraded generation, transmission, 
and distribution infrastructure. Manitoba Liquor 
and Lotteries will commit $91 million this year 
to projects that enhance the safety and security 
of facilities, while capital investment in Manitoba 
Public Insurance is being reduced over the next 
five years. 

JOBS AND ECONOMY
Economic growth and ensuring there are well-
paying jobs for Manitobans is a pillar of Budget 
2023 as it highlights the “opportunities ahead”. 
The budget supports economic development 
with $24.1 million in funding through the Industry 
Partnerships Program, a nearly 9 per cent boost 
from last year’s funding levels.  

This year, the government will release its 
Opportunities for Growth Action Plan, which will 
consist of short-term, strategic commitments to 
help the province capitalize on economic growth 
opportunities, address workforce shortages, and 
invest in business infrastructure. Recognizing that 
access to capital is critical for the development and 
expansion of businesses, Budget 2023 will double 
investment into the Venture Capital Fund, bringing 
the total contribution to $100 million. 

Manitoba’s agricultural producers and the 
competitiveness of the province’s agricultural 
sector will be supported through several 
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investments, including a $103.1-million contribution 
to AgriInsurance premiums to help protect 
producers against adverse weather events. 

To meet Manitoba’s growing labour market needs, 
the province will also invest an additional $92.5 
million to support post-secondary education, which 
is an increase of 11.5 per cent. This includes $10 
million to support the creation and expansion of 
programs targeted to meet labour demands.  

FAMILIES, COMMUNITIES, AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY
Budget 2023 is investing $51.8 million in 
Manitoba’s Violent Crime Strategy over two years 
which will provide support for police services as 
well as resources and funding for prosecution 
services to create additional capacity to address 
crime. Included in this is $3.2 million in funding for 
the creation of a High-Risk Apprehension Team 
and to strengthen intensive bail and supervision 
for serious, violent offenders, and $3.6 million 
for Winnipeg’s Downtown Community Safety 
Partnership to support a safer, more inviting 
downtown Winnipeg for businesses and residents.

Manitoba is providing municipalities and Northern 
Affairs communities with more than $217 million 
in annual operating funding, an increase of 28 per 
cent from Budget 2022. Of this funding, $137.9 
million is set aside for the City of Winnipeg. 

For early learning and child care, Budget 2023 is 
investing $76.1 million to make $10-per-day child 
care a reality this year, well in advance of the target 
date of March 31, 2026. A total of 2,600 affordable 
child care spaces will also be created in non-profit 
centres under the five-year Early Learning and 
Child Care Agreement. 

The Manitoba government is also prioritizing its 
homelessness strategy by investing more than $50 
million to increase funding for overnight shelters, 
transitional housing, and rent subsidies. In the 
housing file, $32.3 million in funding is set aside to 
implement the province’s second three-year action 
plan as part of the National Housing Strategy. 
Finally, for seniors, Budget 2023 is advancing 

the Manitoba seniors strategy that includes 
$15.9 million for a spectrum of community-based 
services, including social and recreation services 
and wellness and prevention.

EDUCATION 
Budget 2023 includes another $106 million for 
school divisions, making last year’s one-time 
increase a permanent budget fixture, and allocates 
an additional funding increase of $100 million to 
K-12 schools. Another $268.5 million in capital 
expenditures is included in the budget to add 
to existing schools and build more schools, in 
alignment with the province’s plan to build 20 
new schools by 2028. Budget 2023 also invests 
$92.5 million in funding to support post-secondary 
education and caps university tuition increases at 
2.75 per cent.

INDIGENOUS RELATIONS
Working towards reconciliation, Budget 2023 
includes funding to support the implementation 
of the Aboriginal Languages Strategy and 
Mamàhtawisiwin: The Wonder We are Born With, 
Manitoba’s Indigenous Inclusion Policy Framework. 
To accomplish this, Budget 2023 will sustain 
the Indigenous Reconciliation Initiatives Fund 
and provide $300,000 to increase the number 
of qualified Indigenous translators in Manitoba. 
Budget 2023 also includes an investment of $2.2 
million to support the Elders and Knowledge 
Keepers in Schools Initiative. 

Budget 2023 also includes a commitment to work 
in collaboration with the Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs to offer non-traditional lending options 
through the First Peoples Economic Growth Fund. 

ENVIRONMENT
The Manitoba government is committed to 
building a sustainable and clean economy. To 
support the new Parks Capital Plan and operating 
requirements, Budget 2023 has allocated $10 
million to restore park infrastructure that was 
damaged in the 2022 flooding, implement a 
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modern reservation system for the camping season 
to enhance the tourist experience and enhance trail 
infrastructure, and promote Manitoba’s world-class 
trails.

To protect the natural environment, Manitoba 
will provide $8.7 million to support recycling, 
composting, and waste diversion initiatives across 
the province through the Waste Reduction and 
Recycling Support program. 

To enhance water safety, Budget 2023 will invest 
$1.6 million to advance the implementation of the 
Water Management Strategy and ensure a long-
term approach to managing water resources. An 
additional $1.5 million has also been allocated for 
operator training and certification to provide safe 
drinking water to northern communities.

CULTURE AND ARTS
Budget 2023 has increased the amount allotted 
towards the Arts Culture and Sport in Community 
Fund by $16 million. While Budget 2022 had 
allocated $34 million out of the $100 million 
invested into the Arts, Culture and Sports sector, 
Budget 2023 commits $50 million. 

The budget will maintain the funding of $250,000 
to ensure the welfare, safety, and rights of every 
Manitoban taking part in sports. Additionally, 
Manitoba will provide an annualized funding 
increase to the Manitoba Status of Women’s Family 
Violence Prevention program, which includes 
a total increase of $2 million for nine women’s 
resource centres, $890,000 for four residential 
second stage programming agencies, and 
$439,000 for seven specialized programs.
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Western Canada

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the United Conservative 
Party Caucus Research and Policy team following the government’s 
successful election in 2019. Prior to moving to Alberta, he graduated 
from University of Victoria and developed his robust research skills and 
understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition 

research for the BC Liberal Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for United 
Conservative Party contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. 

OUR WESTERN CANADA TEAM

Nathan Clark
Senior Consultant, Western Canada & EnterpriseHealth

Nathan came to Enterprise with over five years of political experience 
working for multiple governments. He served three years in the Office of 
the Minister of Health, Seniors and Active Living in Manitoba, including two 
years as the Chief of Staff. Nathan has also served in a government affairs 
role at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. He held various roles 

during his time with the federal government of Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Nathan also worked in 
British Columbia where he served as an Executive Assistant to two ministers in Christy Clark’s BC Liberal 
government. 

Nicole Sparrow 
Senior Consultant, Western Canada

Nicole is Enterprise’s expert in all things people, politics and press. Nicole 
joins Enterprise straight from the Alberta’s Legislature, most recently serving 
as the Chief of Staff to the Minister of Children’s Services. Nicole has 
extensive background in political and strategic communications. With her 
media relations experience, she understands the way the media think and 

operate, and how to get their attention to deliver for clients.  She has a knack for breaking down complex 
ideas and communicating them in a way that resonates. 
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OUR WESTERN CANADA TEAM

Mike McKinnon 
Senior Consultant, Western Canada

Mike joined Enterprise’s Western Canada team after serving three years 
in the office of BC NDP Premier John Horgan, most recently as Deputy 
Director of Communications, focused on writing, media relations and 
digital communications. Prior to that, he advised ministers in the Alberta 
NDP government under Premier Rachel Notley on issues including energy, 

economic diversification and post-secondary education. Mike has also worked in senior roles on several 
provincial and federal election campaigns, connecting him with progressives across Canada.

Jordan Sperling
Consultant, Western Canada

Jordan returns to Enterprise’s Western Canada team while being enrolled 
as a student at the University of Alberta. He is in his final year of a four-year 
bachelor program with a major in Honours Political Science and a minor in 
History. Jordan is already engaged in the political process, serving as the 
Events Coordinator for the University of Alberta Campus Conservatives, a 

position he has held since 2020. 
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