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What You Need to Know 
With less than nine months until Manitobans hit the 
ballot box for the next provincial election, Premier 
Heather Stefanson announced a major shake up to 
her Cabinet. This shuffle follows the announcement 
of 12 Progressive Conservative MLAs who have 
indicated they will not seek re-election in October’s 
election. This list includes Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Economic Development, Investment 
and Trade Cliff Cullen; Finance Minister Cameron 
Friesen (who has also resigned as MLA to seek the 
federal Conservative nomination in Portage-Lisgar); 
Minister of Municipal Relations Eileen Clarke; 
Minister of Labour, Consumer Protection and 
Government Services Reg Helwer; and Speaker 
Myrna Driedger. 

While not all retiring ministers were removed from 
Cabinet, today’s shuffle was indicative of the 
Tories’ need to focus on winning seats in suburban 
Winnipeg that are expected to be hotly contested 
in this fall’s election. 

A summary of the changes announced today 
include: 

• Janice Morley-Lecomte (MLA fort Seine 
River) is named Minister of Mental Health and 
Community Wellness 

• James Teitsma (MLA for Radisson) is 
named Minister of Consumer Protection and 
Government Services and Minister Responsible 
for the Public Utilities Board and the Public 
Service Commission 

• Obby Khan (MLA for Fort Whyte) is named 
Minister of Sport, Culture and Heritage 
and Minister Responsible for the Manitoba 
Centennial Centre Corporation and Travel 
Manitoba 

• Kevin Klein (MLA for Kirkfield Park) is named 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
and Minister Responsible for Efficiency 
Manitoba 

• Cliff Cullen (MLA for Spruce Woods) is named 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Finance and 
Minister Responsible for Manitoba Hydro 

• Jeff Wharton (MLA for Red River North) is 
named Minister of Economic Development, 
Investment and Trade 

• Jon Reyes (MLA for Waverly) is named Minister 
of Labour and Immigration 

• Eileen Clarke (MLA for Agassiz) is named 
Minister of Indigenous Reconciliation and 
Northern Relations 

• Sarah Guillemard (MLA for Fort Richmond) is 
named Minister of Advanced Education and 
Training 

• Andrew Smith (MLA for Lagimodiere) is named 
Minister of Municipal Relations and Minister 
Responsible for Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries 

Perhaps of little surprise, ministers who will remain 
in their portfolio include Health Minister Audrey 
Gordon who has proven to have a firm grasp on 
the file (also likely a strategic move to avoid the 
criticism that comes with the file being placed on 
another member of Caucus) and Kelvin Goertzen 
who retains the role of Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General as well as Government House 
Leader. 
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Newcomers to Cabinet include Obby Khan, the 
former Winnipeg Blue Bomber who has proven to 
be a true rising star in the PC Party; Kevin Klein, 
who has made the transition from City Hall to the 
provincial arena; and long-time backbenchers 
Janice Morley-Lecomte and James Teitsma. 

Heading into the fall election, polls show a 
significant lead for the NDP, particularly in 
Winnipeg where provincial elections in Manitoba 
are won or lost, and points towards Wab Kinew 
and the NDP forming a majority government 
and returning the Tories back to the Opposition 
benches  they vacated in 2016. Premier Stefanson 
has messaged this shuffle as the start of a 
rejuvenation of the PC Party with fresh faces for the 
future. With a spring budget upcoming, Stefanson 
will need to sell her and her team’s vision should 
they wish their mandate in government to continue 
beyond 2023.  

Janice Morley-Lecomte 
Minister of Mental Health and Community 
Wellness 

First elected to the Legislature in 2016, Minister 
Janice Morley-Lecomte will bring her background 
as a counsellor at a domestic violence shelter 
and volunteer supporting families to this new role. 
Prior to today’s appointment, Morley-Lecomte 
served as a Legislative Assistant to the Minister 
of Families. As Minister of Mental Health and 
Community Wellness, Morley-Lecomte will be 
responsible for spearheading the Stefanson 
government’s latest mental health and addictions 
strategy titled, “A Pathway to Mental Health and 
Community Wellness: A Roadmap for Manitoba”. 
She will also no doubt face immediate questions on 
the Tories’ longstanding opposition to supervised 
consumption sites in the province.  

James Teitsma 
Minister of Consumer Protection and 
Government Services and Minister 
Responsible for the Public Utilities Board 
and the Public Service Commission 

Minister James Teitsma enters Cabinet after 

serving in numerous positions on the backbench, 
including most recently as Legislative Assistant 
to the Minister of Health. The two-term MLA for 
Radisson will use his background in financial 
planning and business to take on the reframed 
Consumer Protection and Government Services 
portfolio. Widely known around the Legislature for 
his jolly mannerisms and love of music, Teitsma’s 
appointment to Cabinet is most certainly a strategic 
one as the PCs seek to hold on to this north 
Winnipeg riding that was NDP from 1990 to 2016, 
when Teitsma was first elected. 

Obby Khan 
Minister of Sport, Culture and Heritage 
and Minister Responsible for the Manitoba 
Centennial Centre Corporation and Travel 
Manitoba 

Well-known for his CFL career, including seven 
years with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, Khan 
becomes the first Muslim Canadian to serve in 
Manitoba’s cabinet. Before entering the Legislature 
in a March 2022 byelection, the Fort Whyte MLA 
operated three local businesses. Sport, Culture 
and Heritage seems like a natural fit for Khan, who 
is already a common guest at cultural and athletic 
festivities around the province. Khan is also viewed 
by many as one of the faces of the renewal of the 
PC Party that Stefanson continues to try to portray 
to Manitobans. Khan was elected in March 2022 
following the resignation of former-premier Brian 
Pallister. 

 Kevin Klein 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
and Minister Responsible for Efficiency 
Manitoba 

The newest member of the Legislature after 
winning a byelection in the Winnipeg riding 
of Kirkfield Park in December 2022, Klein’s 
appointment to the front bench is of little surprise. 
He served as a Winnipeg city councillor after 
spending much of his career as a senior executive 
at the Winnipeg Sun and MTS. Klein also recently 
mounted a campaign for mayor of Winnipeg in 
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2022 finishing in third place behind now-mayor 
Scott Gillingham and former-mayor Glen Murray. 
As Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 
Klein will be tasked with demonstrating  the 
PCs commitment to addressing climate change 
to Manitobans while also making the case that 
a federally-imposed carbon tax is not fit for the 
province. 

Cliff Cullen 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Finance and 
Minister Responsible for Manitoba Hydro 

Despite announcing his intention not to seek 
re-election, Minister Cliff Cullen takes on a role 
that will be critical to the Stefanson government 
heading into the fall’s election. Taking over the 
reigns as finance minister is never easy, but with a 
budget set to be tabled during the spring session 
of the Legislature, Cullen will be responsible for 
ensuring there are enough strategic investments 
catered towards earning the support of Manitobans 
in key areas while also demonstrating the Tories’ 
fiscal responsibility. Elected in 2007, Cullen has 
served in a variety of roles since the PCs formed 
government back in 2016, including Minister of 
Economic Development, Investment and Trade, 
Minister of Crown Services, Minister of Justice, 
Minister of Education, and Minister of Growth, 
Enterprise and Trade. 

 Jeff Wharton 

Minister of Economic Development, 
Investment and Trade 

Now viewed as a veteran within the Tory cabinet, 
Minister Jeff Wharton assume the role of Minister 
of Economic Development, Investment and Trade. 
Wharton will be counted on by Premier Stefanson 
to draw investments and economic development 
throughout the province as a means to show 
that the province is on a strong path to recovery 
following the COVID-19 pandemic. First elected 
as the MLA for Gimli in 2016 and re-elected in 
2019 in the constituency of Red River North, 
Wharton has served as Minister of Environment, 
Climate and Park and Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

Prior to entering provincial politics, Wharton was 
a councillor for the Town of Winnipeg Beach and 
owned a moving and storage businesses with his 
wife before they sold it in 2010. 

Jon Reyes 
Minister of Labour and Immigration 

Minister Jon Reyes moves on from his role as 
Minister of Advanced Education, Skills and 
Immigration, however, he will maintain his focus 
on immigration in his new position as Minister of 
Labour and Immigration. At a time when labour 
challenges continue to mount, one of Reyes’ key 
tasks will be attracting workers from afar to lay 
roots in Manitoba. Reyes’ will lead a Manitoba 
delegation to the Philippines with the hopes of 
securing more internationally-trained health care 
workers for the province. Reyes was elected to the 
Legislature in 2019 as MLA for the constituency 
of Waverley (previously St. Norbert). Prior to being 
elected, Reyes served 10 years in the Canadian 
Forces, including five years on HMCS Winnipeg in 
the Royal Canadian Navy. Reyes has also owned 
and operated a small business in Winnipeg for over 
a decade. 

 Eileen Clarke 

Minister of Indigenous Reconciliation and 
Northern Relations 

Minister Eileen Clarke returns to the role of 
Minister of Indigenous Reconciliation and 
Northern Relations, which she was widely known 
to cherish during her first tenure as minister.  
Deeply respected amongst her colleagues and 
Indigenous leaders throughout the province, 
this appointment will likely be seen by many as 
a positive step towards further strengthening 
relations between the provincial government and 
Indigenous leadership in Manitoba. A key priority in 
this role will be maintaining goodwill amongst those 
First Nations involved in the Artic Gateway Group 
who recently, with the support of the federal and 
provincial governments, purchased the railway to 
Churchill, Manitoba. Clarke has indicated that she 
will not be seeking re-election in the fall. 
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Sarah Guillemard 
Minister of Advanced Education and Training 

Following a stint as Manitoba’s Minister of Mental 
Health and Community Wellness that was largely 
dominated by the ongoing discussion of supervised 
consumption sites and a tour of the Downtown 
Eastside while visiting Vancouver, Guillemard 
will now oversee the less controversial advanced 
education and training portfolio. Guillemard 
represents a riding in southern Winnipeg that will 
be key for the PCs to hold should they wish to hold 
on to power following the next provincial election. 
First elected to the Legislature in 2016, Guillemard 
worked with the Pembina Trails School Division 
and taught English conversation classes to new 
Canadians at her church in Winnipeg prior to 
entering politics. 

Andrew Smith 
Minister of Municipal Relations and Minister 
Responsible for Manitoba Liquor and 
Lotteries 

Minister Andrew Smith moves to the role of 
Minister of Municipal Relations at a time when the 
once severely strained relationship between the 
provincial government and municipal government, 
particularly the City of Winnipeg, are on much 
stronger ground. Despite the new ministerial role, 
Smith retains responsibility for Manitoba Liquor and 
Lotteries. Smith hails from another south Winnipeg 
seat that will be critical for the PCs to protect come 
the fall’s election should they want to remain on 
the government benches. Prior to entering politics, 
Smith enjoyed a career in business development 
and marketing as well as a stint as a political staffer 
to MP Ted Falk and former MPs Vic Toews and Joy 
Smith.  
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Western Canada

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the United Conservative 
Party Caucus Research and Policy team following the government’s 
successful election in 2019. Prior to moving to Alberta, he graduated 
from University of Victoria and developed his robust research skills and 
understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition 

research for the BC Liberal Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for United 
Conservative Party contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. 

OUR WESTERN CANADA TEAM

Nathan Clark
Senior Consultant, Western Canada & EnterpriseHealth

Nathan came to Enterprise with over five years of political experience 
working for multiple governments. He served three years in the Office of 
the Minister of Health, Seniors and Active Living in Manitoba, including two 
years as the Chief of Staff. Nathan has also served in a government affairs 
role at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. He held various roles 

during his time with the federal government of Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Nathan also worked in 
British Columbia where he served as an Executive Assistant to two ministers in Christy Clark’s BC Liberal 
government. 

Nicole Sparrow 
Senior Consultant, Western Canada

Nicole is Enterprise’s expert in all things people, politics and press. Nicole 
joins Enterprise straight from the Alberta’s Legislature, most recently serving 
as the Chief of Staff to the Minister of Children’s Services. Nicole has 
extensive background in political and strategic communications. With her 
media relations experience, she understands the way the media think and 

operate, and how to get their attention to deliver for clients.  She has a knack for breaking down complex 
ideas and communicating them in a way that resonates. 
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OUR WESTERN CANADA TEAM

Mike McKinnon 
Senior Consultant, Western Canada

Mike joined Enterprise’s Western Canada team after serving three years 
in the office of BC NDP Premier John Horgan, most recently as Deputy 
Director of Communications, focused on writing, media relations and 
digital communications. Prior to that, he advised ministers in the Alberta 
NDP government under Premier Rachel Notley on issues including energy, 

economic diversification and post-secondary education. Mike has also worked in senior roles on several 
provincial and federal election campaigns, connecting him with progressives across Canada.

Jordan Sperling
Consultant, Western Canada

Jordan returns to Enterprise’s Western Canada team while being enrolled 
as a student at the University of Alberta. He is in his final year of a four-year 
bachelor program with a major in Honours Political Science and a minor in 
History. Jordan is already engaged in the political process, serving as the 
Events Coordinator for the University of Alberta Campus Conservatives, a 

position he has held since 2020. 




