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EBY DOES IT
There has been little time for David Eby to take a 
breath since being sworn in as British Columbia’s 
37th Premier in mid-November. He hit the ground 
running with action on major issues people in B.C. 
are worried about, including housing, health care, 
cost of living, and public safety. Now he’s further 
shaping his leadership by unveiling his new cabinet, 
with a mix of experience and new faces to deliver 
on key priorities before the next election. 

Cabinet shuffles have been few and far between 
since New Democrats formed government five-
and-a-half years ago. After many predicted in 2017 
they would not survive long in a minority parliament 
situation, the BC NDP under John Horgan became 
widely regarded for stability. Even after winning a 
historic majority in 2020, there were few changes 
around the decision-making table. 

Premier Eby’s challenge was to renew the 
emphasis on getting results for people, while 
recognizing that you don’t want to fix what isn’t 
broken. The result is a few new faces at the helm of 
key files, continued stability with long-serving and 
experienced ministers, and a team that reflects the 
diversity of B.C.  

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN
Office space at the legislature may be harder to 
come by as the cabinet table grows by three. Along 
with the new faces, Premier Eby also announced 
two new standalone ministries, one rebrand, and 
one new junior portfolio: 

• Ministry of Housing 

• Ministry of Emergency Management and 
Climate Readiness  

• Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and 
Future Skills 

• Minister of State for Workforce Development 

HELLO AND GOODBYE
The new cabinet is a team with a lot of experienced 
hands, but there will be eight people sitting at the 
table for the first time: 

• Pam Alexis 

• Niki Sharma 

• Rachna Singh 

• Grace Lore 

• Branda Bailey 

• Jagrup Brar 

• Andrew Mercier 

• Dan Coulter 

Meanwhile, three members of the previous cabinet 
were left out of Eby’s new executive council. 
Katrina Chen had been expected to be promoted 
from her longstanding role as Minister of State for 
Child Care, but issued a statement earlier in the 
week asking not to be considered. It has been 
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speculated that George Chow, the former Minister 
of State for Trade, is not expected to run again, 
and he was not re-appointed to cabinet along with 
Nicholas Simons, who had served as the Minister 
for Social Development and Poverty Reduction. 

GET TO KNOW THEM
Katrine Conroy, Minister of Finance 

Having already held key cabinet positions, Minister 
Conroy brings experience and a rural perspective 
to this portfolio. The BC NDP has successfully 
shed previous notions about its stewardship of 
the economy, maintaining what some say is the 
strongest recovery in the country and tabling 
balanced budgets before the pandemic. Conroy 
has represented the West Kootenays as MLA 
since 2005, with experience as a power engineer, 
leading a non-profit agency, and as a small 
business person. 

Adrian Dix, Minister of Health 

It’s little surprise Minister Dix remains at the helm of 
health care in B.C.; Premier Eby recently referred 
to him as “the best health minister in Canada.” He’s 
scored recent wins reaching a new agreement 
with family doctors and forging a plan to tackle the 
health care staffing crisis plaguing systems across 
the country. Dix is also leading a large expansion 
and construction of hospitals across the province, 
including a hotly-contested second hospital in 
Surrey. The next challenge, besides the ongoing 
strains on public health care, will be developing a 
long term plan for virtual care and how to integrate 
it into the system while upholding the strong NDP 
principles of publicly paid-for, publicly-delivered 
health care. The former BC NDP leader has been 
elected five times in his riding of Vancouver-
Kingsway. 

Niki Sharma, Attorney General 

One of the rising stars from the BC NDP’s Class 
of 2020, Minister Sharma will inherit some of the 
challenges around community safety.  While most 
related initiatives fall under the purview of Minister 
Farnworth, the new AG will look to build upon 
recent changes including amendments to bail 

policy to reduce repeat, violent offences. Sharma 
will also be tasked with introducing “unexplained 
wealth order” legislation in spring 2023 to go after 
the houses, cars and luxury goods of high-level 
organized criminals who profit off misery. Elected 
in 2020, Sharma’s legal practice was focused on 
Indigenous law, where she represented residential 
school survivors. She’s a member of the Treasury 
Board, previously served as the Parliamentary 
Secretary for Community Development and Non-
Profits and led the all-party legislative committee 
on B.C.’s overdose crisis. 

Mike Farnworth, Minister of Public Safety 
and Solicitor General 

Minister Farnworth has been a stalwart of this 
BC NDP government and his first election to the 
legislature dates back to 1991. Continuing in this 
role, Farnworth will lead on recently announced 
initiatives to strengthen community safety, including 
new response teams to manage repeat violent 
offenders and an investment to help both urban 
and rural police forces staff up. Also landing on his 
desk will be Surrey’s plan to scrap its municipal 
police force, reversing a transition away from the 
RCMP that got underway in 2020. The long-time 
resident of Port Coquitlam will have one duty 
taken off his plate as he will no longer serve as the 
Government House Leader after being tasked with 
that important legislature role since 2017. 

Ravi Kahlon, Minister of Housing 

Minister Kahlon has been known as one of the 
strongest performers in the BC NDP government, 
and his appointment to lead the new standalone 
Housing ministry signals how serious Premier Eby 
is about rapidly expanding the supply of homes in 
B.C. and improving housing affordability. Kahlon 
was tasked by John Horgan to tackle challenges 
in forestry in 2019 and lead economic recovery 
initiatives after the 2020 election. He is a close 
ally of Premier Eby’s and served as co-chair of 
his leadership campaign after previously being 
considered a frontrunner for the job himself. 
Also the new Government House Leader, an 
important role in the legislature, Kahlon is a two-
time Canadian Olympian in field hockey and has 
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represented North Delta as MLA since 2017. 

George Heyman, Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy 

Minister Heyman remains in this front-bench role he 
has led since 2017. The former Sierra Club director 
was instrumental in developing the CleanBC plan 
and strengthened it with new investments and 
more ambitious emissions reduction targets on the 
road to 2030. He will also continue to be tasked 
with the phase-out of single-use plastics and 
overseeing the record investments in expanding 
and improving BC Parks. Heyman will also work 
with fellow ministers on climate preparedness, 
protecting species at risk, and ensuring large 
industrial projects are responsible for environmental 
cleanup. He’s a former BCGEU president and has 
represented his Vancouver riding since 2013. 

Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land, 
Resource Stewardship and Fisheries 

This new cabinet post follows a previous role for 
Cullen as Minister of State for Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations and is a natural fit for the 
northerner who has worked to promote sustainable 
development. One of his tasks from the Premier will 
be to streamline decision-making to provide more 
predictable timelines on government approvals. 
He will also build on the work of the ministry, only 
established earlier this year, to modernize land-
use planning with First Nations and advance a 
watershed security strategy. Cullen was elected 
to the legislature in 2020 and served as Minister 
of Municipal Affairs for 10 months before this 
shuffle. The former NDP MP lives in Smithers and 
previously ran a consulting business specializing in 
strategic planning and conflict resolution. 

Josie Osborne, Minister of Energy, Mines and 
Low Carbon Innovation 

As one of the rising stars in the BC NDP cabinet, 
Minister Osborne’s previous cabinet role was 
focused on overhauling B.C.’s permitting process 
to provide more certainty to businesses on land-
based resources. She will also be expected 
to build on the government’s clean electricity 
initiatives and will join in the challenge of fitting 

any new LNG projects under the CleanBC climate 
plan. Osborne is the former mayor of Tofino, 
previously worked as a fisheries biologist for the 
Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council and has worked 
extensively with First Nations on shared resource 
opportunities. 

Brenda Bailey, Minister of Jobs, Economic 
Development and Innovation 

New to cabinet, Minister Bailey will build on 
her previous role as Parliamentary Secretary 
for Technology and Innovation. This portfolio 
coordinates across a number of ministries, and 
led on establishing the InBC crown corporation 
to invest in venture capital funds and growing 
companies that drive climate action, innovation, 
reconciliation and inclusivity. Bailey’s background 
makes her a natural fit for this portfolio. She started 
Canada’s first woman-owned and operated video 
game studio and was Executive Director of DigiBC, 
where she worked to strengthen the province’s 
growing creative tech industry. Bailey was first 
elected in 2020 in the key riding of Vancouver-
False Creek. 

Jagrup Brar, Minister of State for Trade 

The experienced MLA is new to cabinet after 
holding influential roles in BC NDP caucus. 
Minister Brar will likely be tasked with expanding 
B.C.’s program to help small businesses export 
their goods and services, and continue work on a 
new trade diversification strategy. Before moving 
to Canada, Brar was a member of the Indian 
national basketball team. The long-time Surrey 
resident previously worked in the public and non-
profit sectors, leading an organization that trained 
entrepreneurs. 

Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests 

Minister Ralston transitions to another resource 
portfolio after leading the energy file since early 
2020. Part of his mandate from Premier Eby may 
have been previously indicated, with a desire 
to accelerate the government’s strategy to take 
better care of old growth forests. To date, this has 
included significant deferrals of old growth logging 
in partnership with First Nations. At the heart of 
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the BC NDP government’s priorities in forestry is 
to build a more sustainable sector that ensures the 
benefits are enjoyed by generations to come. This 
means Ralson will likely continue supporting the 
transition of the forestry sector from high-volume to 
high-value production, with value-added initiatives 
like mass timber. Elected since 2005, Ralston 
previously operated a law firm and was a Surrey 
city councillor. 

Rob Fleming, Minister of Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

Minister Fleming will continue at the helm of this file 
as the BC NDP government continues the largest 
infrastructure investment in the province’s history. 
He oversaw the incredible rebuild of sections 
of the Coquihalla highway that were completely 
destroyed by flooding and mudslides in fall 2021. 
Fleming will look to build on work underway across 
files including: expanding public transit, improving 
BC Ferries service, and modernizing the trucking 
industry. Previously the education minister before 
2020, he has served as an MLA in Victoria since 
2005 and was also a Victoria city councillor. 

Dan Coulter, Minister of State for 
Infrastructure and Transit 

Minister Coulter is new to this role in Cabinet 
and will likely to be tasked with supporting 
major infrastructure files, including work with the 
TransLink Mayors’ Council on their priorities, the 
completion of Skytrain projects, and replacement 
of major river crossings in Metro Vancouver. 
Coulter is a former CUPE local president, 
previously served as Parliamentary Secretary for 
Accessibility, and has been leaned on as a strong 
MLA in the BC NDP caucus after being part of the 
party’s successful growth in the Fraser Valley in 
2020. 

Rachna Singh, Minister of Education and 
Child Care 

Minister Singh is another newcomer to cabinet 
after being widely regarded for her work as the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Anti-Racism Initiatives. 
She will now oversee major investment in new and 
modernized schools, including seismicity upgrades. 

Along with the Minister of State, Singh will take 
on leadership of integrating child care into the 
broader learning environment as the government 
rapidly expands this program. One of the biggest 
potential challenges on the education file has been 
resolved, after the government achieved a new 
agreement with the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. 
Singh has represented her Surrey riding since 
2017, previously working as a drug and alcohol 
counsellor and a support worker for women facing 
domestic violence.  

Grace Lore, Minister of State for Child Care 

Minister Lore will now lead the way on one of the 
achievements the BC NDP government is most 
proud of. She will be tasked with the continued 
reduction of child care fees, which have been cut 
in half for most parents on the way to the goal of 
just $10 a day. Lore will have to tackle one of the 
remaining challenges for many families, which 
is finding that space in the first place. She was 
elected to represent her Victoria riding in 2020 and 
previously served as the Parliamentary Secretary 
for Gender Equity. 

Selina Robinson, Minister of Post-Secondary 
Education and Future Skills 

An original member of the BC NDP cabinet 
and most recently the helm of Finance, Minister 
Robinson has a keen understanding of the needs 
of businesses and the economic future. She will 
look to build on the government’s renewed focus 
on meeting the skills shortage in the province and 
unlocking the B.C.’s potential as a nationwide 
economic leader. Robinson is a former Coquitlam 
city councillor, ran a family therapy practice, and 
was first elected to the legislature in 2013. 

Bowinn Ma, Minister for Emergency 
Management and Climate Readiness 

After making record investments in the 2022 
budget, carving out this standalone ministry is 
another clear sign the BC NDP government 
is focused on preparing and protecting B.C. 
communities from disasters related to climate 
change. It’s a natural fit for Minister Ma, who has 
been a strong voice at the cabinet table and within 
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the BC NDP caucus on the government bringing 
forward tangible solutions to the climate crisis. A 
professional engineer by trade, Ma has represented 
North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the legislature since 
2017. 

Jennifer Whiteside, Minister of Mental Health 
and Addictions 

Minister Whiteside was considered by many to be 
a strong performer as education minister. In this 
new role, she will grapple with toxic drug crisis 
that continues to take the lives of far too many 
British Columbians. Whiteside will be tasked with 
continued expansion of treatment and recovery 
spaces, as well as the B.C.’s decriminalization 
of small amounts of drugs and expanding safe 
supply to help save lives. The former labour 
leader championed the province’s first living wage 
campaign and was elected as MLA for New 
Westminster in 2020. 

Harry Bains, Minister of Labour 

Minister Bains continues in the role he’s held since 
2017, having successfully navigated the challenge 
New Democrats sometimes have in government 
to maintain strong relationships with organized 
labour while also serving as the employer to public 
sector unions. His approach to staying out of 
labour disputes in the public eye reflects a belief 
that the best deals for both sides are reached 
at the bargaining table, and it’s difficult to argue 
with the success of new agreements with several 
public sector unions with few disruptions. Having 
delivered on five days of paid sick leave and the 
highest minimum wage of any province, Bains 
will be expected to build on work to improve 
employment standards for precarious and gig 
economy workers. He’s been elected four times as 
an MLA in Surrey and has a lengthy background 
in collective bargaining as a union official for more 
than 15 years. 

Anne Kang, Minister of Municipal Affairs 

After just one person served in this role during 
the BC NDP’s first term, Kang will be the third 
to have their name on the door of the Municipal 
Affairs office since 2020. There may be no time 

like the present to forge new relationships, as 
this fall’s municipal elections saw unprecedented 
turnover at local council tables. Minister Kang will 
need to build on the work already done with local 
governments to fast-track permitting and approval 
of housing projects, along with the new Minister 
of Housing. She’s a former teacher, three-tern 
Burnaby city councillor, and was elected to the 
legislature in 2017. 

Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous 
Relations and Reconciliation 

Minister Rankin returns to this post after serving 
double duty for the last several months as 
the acting Attorney General. Rankin led the 
delivery of the action plan required under the 
historic Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples Act and will be tasked with continuing 
the government’s work to improve relationships 
with Indigenous Peoples by moving from short-
term transactional arrangements to long-term 
agreements in support of reconciliation, self-
determination and economic independence. He’s a 
former NDP MP, university professor, and practiced 
in environmental and Indigenous law. 

Mitzi Dean, Minister of Children and Family 
Development 

Minister Dean continues in this role after 
spearheading historic legislation to overhaul 
the child welfare system to address the 
overrepresentation of Indigenous children in care. 
She will need to rebuild some bridges after the 
government faced criticism for attempting, and 
eventually scrapping, their plan to establish a new 
service model for children with support needs 
and disabilities. Dean has spent her career in 
community social services and was first elected to 
represent Esquimalt-Metchosin in 2017. 

Sheila Malcolmson, Minster of Social 
Development and Poverty Reduction 

This will be a new role for Minister Malcolmson 
after serving as the Minister of Mental Health and 
Addictions since 2020. She will be expected to 
build on the government’s poverty reduction plan 
and the fight to end period poverty in the province. 



7

Malcolmson will also likely continue steps toward 
greater accessibility in the province to remove 
barriers for people with disabilities or impairments. 
The former NDP MP was elected as Nanaimo MLA 
in a 2019 byelection that could have changed the 
fate of the BC NDP government in a tight minority 
governing situation. She lives on Gabriola Island ad 
previously chaired the Islands Trust Council. 

Lana Popham, Minister of Tourism, Arts, 
Culture and Sport 

The new appointment for Minister Popham 
follows a successful term as agriculture minister 
since 2017. She will be expected to build on the 
government’s work to support the tourism sector 
that continues recovering after being battered 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. This file will heat 
up in the coming years as Popham oversees the 
provincial role in Vancouver being a host city for the 
FIFA World Cup in 2026. Representing Saanich in 
the legislature since 2009, Popham was previously 
a farmer and small business entrepreneur, starting 
the first certified organic vineyard on Vancouver 
Island. 

Lisa Beare, Minister of Citizens’ Services 

A member of the original BC NDP cabinet in 
2017, Minister Beare continues in this role with 
a strong focus on expanding the work to deliver 
high-speed internet connectivity throughout the 
province. She has overseen many of the behind-
the-scenes initiatives of the government, including 
improvements to public sector data security and 
ensuring personal information is safeguarded, but 
faced criticism for the government’s changes to 
freedom of information legislation. Beare has also 
served as the Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture 
and Sport and is in her second term as for Maple 
Ridge-Pitt Meadows. 

Pam Alexis, Minister of Agriculture and Food 

New to cabinet, Minister Alexis was widely 
considered a strong local MLA as her riding of 
Abbotsford-Mission was devastated by flooding in 
fall 2021. Her mandate will likely include expanding 
the Grow BC, Feed BC and Buy BC programs 
to encourage greater food security and business 

growth throughout the province. Alexis the former 
mayor of Mission and one of a few MLAs who were 
key to the BC NDP’s growth in the Fraser Valley in 
the 2020 election. 

Andrew Mercier, Minister of State for 
Workforce Development 

Another up-and-coming member of the BC NDP’s 
class of 2020 in the Fraser Valley, Minister Mercier 
will lean on his experience in labour and building 
the skilled workforce as he helps tackle one of the 
biggest challenges in the B.C. economy. He is 
likely to build on the work already underway in his 
duties as Parliamentary Secretary for Skills Training 
and was involved in the government’s work to 
restore skilled trades certification to boost careers 
in the trades, after B.C. was the only province 
without such a framework. Representing Langley, 
Mercier is a former lawyer and Executive Director 
of the BC Building Trades Council. 




