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KING DAVID 

It’s official – David Eby is now Leader of the British 
Columbia NDP and by extension the next premier 
of the province. The news comes after Eby’s sole 
competitor, Anjali Appadurai, was disqualified from 
the leadership race for breaking campaign rules 
around third party organizing.  

As Eby steps into his new role as BC Premier, 
Enterprise’s Western Canada team has put 
together this briefing with what you need to know 
about the new leader. This includes looking back 
at how Eby got to where he is as well as what the 
province can expect from an Eby-led government.  

ABOUT EBY 
Prior to entering politics, Eby worked as a lawyer, 
obtaining his Juris Doctor from the Schulich School 
of Law in Halifax, Nova Scotia. He has served 
as Executive Director of the BC Civil Liberties 
Association, an adjunct professor of law at the 
University of British Columbia and president of 
the HIV/AIDS Legal Network, aas well as working 
with Vancouver Foundation’s Health and Social 
Development Committee. 

Eby first entered the BC Legislature in 2013 after 
defeating provincial Liberal Leader Christy Clark in 
the riding of Vancouver-Point Grey, forcing her to 
find a riding elsewhere in the province. He proved 
to be a formidable opponent in the Legislature by 
picking apart the Clark government’s handling of 
many high profile issues, including housing, money 
laundering in BC casinos and the government’s 
handling of ICBC finances.  

 

Known as a close ally of Premier John Horgan, Eby 
served as a co-chair of Horgan’s NDP Leadership 
campaign in 2014. Following the BC NDP being 
handed the keys to government in 2017, Eby was 
appointed by Horgan as Attorney General and 
Minister responsible for the province’s insurance, 
gaming and liquor policiies, where his major 
initiatives included  implementing no-fault auto 
insurance and starting the Cullen Commission 
inquiry into money laundering.  

One of Eby’s most significant political 
accomplishments to date was a successful class-
action lawsuit against Purdue Pharma (Canada), 
an opioid manufacturer, which resulted in a $150 
million pay-out to multiple provinces. The lawsuit, 
which Eby spearheaded on behalf of all federal, 
provincial and territorial governments, was aimed at 
recovering costs to the public healthcare system as 
a result of the opioid crisis. 

Following the 2020 provincial election, Eby 
continued as Attorney General and was given the 
added responsibility of the housing portfolio – one 
of the largest challenges of the BC government 
for the better part of the last decade. He stepped 
down from his cabinet position on July 19, 2022 to 
run for leadership of the BC NDP.  
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BUMPS IN THE ROAD 
In a press conference on June 28 of this year, 
Premier Horgan confirmed that he would be 
stepping down from his role as leader of the BC 
NDP, setting a leadership contest in motion. Shortly 
after Horgan made his announcement, Eby threw 
his hat into the ring to become party leader. For 
months it appeared Eby would run unchallenged in 
the leadership race, until Appadurai, a  Vancouver-
based climate activist, announced her candidacy. 

With Appadurai jumping into the race, the party 
was forced into a formal leadership election 
instead of a simple coronation of Eby as premier. 
As the campaign progressed, Appadurai began 
to gain steam, selling an impressive number of 
party memberships. However, her momentum was 
cut abruptly short following allegations of rule 
breaking late in the summer. It was alleged that she 
used a third-party agency to sell memberships for 
her, which is against Elections BC and BC NDP 
leadership race rules. 

Last Tuesday, officials from the BC NDP 
recommended that Appadurai be disqualified after 
the results of a formal investigation into alleged 
misconduct found that her campaign had broken 
the rules. 

When officials from the party met last Wednesday 
night, they determined that Appadurai should be 
disqualified from the leadership race, handing the 
victory to Eby. 

ENDORSEMENTS 
Expect Eby to announce a new cabinet following 
his swearing-in. Typically, looking at who endorsed 
the new leader is a key indicator of who’s in line for 
a senior role in a new government.  

Eby was able to garner the support of 48 members 
of the BC NDP’s 57-member caucus, most notably:  

• Ravi Kahlon –Jobs, Economic Recovery and 
Innovation Minister,  campaign co-chair 

• Katrina Chen – Minister of State for Child Care, 
campaign co-chair  

• Adrian Dix – Health Minister and former NDP 
Leader  

• Mike Farnworth – Public Safety Minister 

• Josie Osborne – Land, Water and Resources 
Stewardship Minister 

• Rob Fleming – Transportation Minister  

• Bowinn Ma – Minister of State for Infrastructure 

• Bruce Ralston – Energy, Mines and Low 
Carbon Innovation Minister 

• George Heyman – Environment & Climate 
Change Minister  

While the endorsement list may provide some 
clues as to who is in line for a promotion, we can 
also look to absences from that list for who may get 
demoted – or removed from cabinet entirely:  

• Selina Robinson - Finance Minister 

• Nathan Cullen - Municipal Affairs Minister 

• Brittny Anderson - Premier’s Special Advisor 
on Youth 

• Michele Babchuk - Deputy Government Whip 

• Raj Chouhan - Speaker (typically the Speaker 
remains neutral) 

• George Chow - Vancouver-Fraserview MLA 

• Roly Russel - Boundary-Similkameen MLA 

HOUSING POLICY 
Faced with significant criticism relating to his 
record on housing as the minister responsible 
for that porfolio since 2020, Eby has unveiled 
an ambitious plan to combat the lack of homes 
throughout the province. The plan is multi-faceted 
and will use several powers available to the BC 
government. Here are some of the major highlights: 

Immediate Action on the Housing Crisis: 

This includes providing the funds needed for 
non-profits who are ready right now to build 



4

projects in high-need communities. Additionally, 
the plan includes working with First Nations and 
Indigenous-led housing partners to fund, build, and 
support housing for Indigenous people both on and 
off reserve. 

BC Flipping Tax:  

Will apply on the sale of residential properties 
within two years of original purchase. The tax rate 
goes down to zero the longer the property is held, 
with exceptions for major life events such as a 
death, divorce, or employment loss. 

BC Builds: 

Will be a brand new housing development initiative 
to expand the government’s role in creating 
affordable middle-class homes. The initiative 
includes: 

Partnering with First Nation and municipal 
governments, non-profit and private partners, to 
offer rapid approvals, increased density, land, and 
construction financing.  

Utilizing publicly-owned land to construct more 
housing projects. 

Rental Housing: 

The plan includes providing $500 million in 
capital funding to non-profits for the purchase 
of affordable rental buildings listed for sale as a 
means to protect the renters living there without 
displacement. 

Removing rental restrictions on Stratas 

Strata restrictions on rentals will be removed, and 
stratas will be given the ability to appear easily at 
the Residential Tenancy Branch to address any 
health, safety or quality of life issues caused by 
tenant behaviour that are not addressed by the unit 
owner, at the cost of the unit owner. 

WHAT’S NEXT  
With the leadership race ending early, Eby will be 
officially sworn in as the new premier in the next 
few weeks. Once sworn in, Eby will need to hit the 
ground running with fall session already underway 

and decide how he wants to rearrange the existing 
cabinet. In his first press conference as the new 
NDP leader, Eby announced that he would take 
action on housing, family doctors, public safety and 
renewal energy in his first 100 days as premier.   

The NDP are already halfway through their first 
majority mandate with the next provincial election 
schedule for October 2024. This gives Eby two 
years to shape a government that will be up against 
their main opponent in Kelvin Falcon and BC 
Liberals (who may be go by  the name ‘BC United’).  

With the disqualification of a climate activist 
from the race, a resurgence of the BC Greens is 
another possibility. Under the leadership of Sonia 
Furstenau, the BC Greens have pushed for the 
NDP to take more action on climate change and 
distance themselves from the fossil fuel industry – 
a message they shared with Appadurai.   
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Public Affairs, Western Canada

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the United Conservative 
Party Caucus Research and Policy team following the government’s 
successful election in 2019. Prior to moving to Alberta, he graduated 
from University of Victoria and developed his robust research skills and 
understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition 

research for the BC Liberal Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for 
United Conservative Party contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. 

OUR WESTERN CANADA TEAM

Nathan Clark
Senior Consultant, Western Canada & Health Practice

Nathan came to Enterprise with over five years of political experience 
working for multiple governments. He served three years in the Office of 
the Minister of Health, Seniors and Active Living in Manitoba, including 
two years as the Chief of Staff. Nathan has also served in a government 
affairs role at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. He held various 

roles during his time with the federal government of Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Nathan also worked 
in British Columbia where he served as an Executive Assistant to two ministers in Christy Clark’s BC 
Liberal government. 

Jordan Sperling
Consultant, Western Canada

Jordan returns to Enterprise’s Western Canada team while being enrolled 
as a student at the University of Alberta. He is in his final year of a four-year 
bachelor program with a major in Honours Political Science and a minor in 
History. Jordan is already engaged in the political process, serving as the 
Events Coordinator for the University of Alberta Campus Conservatives, a 

position he has held since 2020. This is Jordan’s second year working with Enterprise after joining as an 
intern in the spring of 2021.




