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SUMMARY
Saturday concluded the fifteen-month BC Liberal 
leadership race with former finance minister Kevin 
Falcon emerging as the party’s new leader. Falcon 
will be tasked with rebuilding and rebranding a 
party that has faced an identity crisis since losing 
government in 2017. Enterprise’s Western Canada 
team has what you need to know about Kevin 
Falcon, the new leader of the BC Liberals. 

MARATHON MAN
Falcon emerged victorious on February 5 with just 
over fifty-two per cent of the vote following five 
rounds of ranked ballot results. Skeena MLA and 
former chief councillor for the Haisla Nation Ellis 
Ross placed second with almost thirty-four per 
cent and Vancouver-Langara MLA Michael Lee 
came in third with about fourteen per cent of the 
vote. 

Other candidates included Kelowna-Mission MLA 
Renee Merrifield, former BC Liberal candidate 
Gavin Dew, former BC Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Val Litwin and Victoria area developer Stan 
Sipos. 

The party estimates they came close to doubling 
their membership by adding 20,000 new members 
during the leadership race. 

BACK TO THE FUTURE: 
WHO IS KEVIN FALCON? 
While Kevin Falcon has promised fresh ideas for 
the BC Liberals, he is anything but ‘new’. Falcon 
was first elected as the MLA for Surrey-Cloverdale 
in 2001 when the BC Liberals swept the province 
with seventy-seven seats in the Legislature 
compared to the BC NDP’s two seats.

Falcon was immediately appointed to cabinet as 
Minister of State for Deregulation –tasked with 
cutting much of the red tape erected by the former 
NDP government. Along with his re-election 
in 2005 and 2009, Falcon also served as the 
province’s minister of transportation & infrastructure 
and minister of health. 

Following Premier Gordon Campbells resignation 
in 2010, Falcon ran for the BC Liberal leadership 
but lost to Christy Clark in 2011. Premier Clark 
appointed Falcon as her deputy premier and 
minister of finance. 

As the BC Liberals faced an all but certain defeat 
in the 2013 election, Falcon chose not to seek re-
election after a decade in the Legislature. Christy 
Clarks’ BC Liberals would upset the BC NDP in 
that election, winning government for the fourth 
consecutive time. 

Falcon returned to the private sector after his exit 
from politics where he worked at Anthem Capital, 
an investment firm based in Vancouver. He also 
volunteered for several community organizations, 
including Canuck Place Foundation, Lions Gate 
Hospital Foundation and Streeohome Foundation. 

KEVIN FALCON
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NAMING RIGHTS 
Whether it’s at the door, over email or in the 
Facebook comments section, BC Liberals have 
all faced the same question at some point since 
2015 – are you the Trudeau Liberals? A fact that 
surprises many is that the BC Liberals have had 
no formal federal affiliation since 1987 when they 
separated from the Liberal Party of Canada. This 
type of brand confusion has created problems for 
the BC Liberals, especially with a BC Conservative 
Party bleeding votes in the 2017 and 2020 
elections in key ridings like Courtney-Comox or 
even in more secure ridings in Northern BC. 

The new leader has promised to fix this problem. 
Rebranding the party is at the top of Falcon’s 
priority list, which includes a new name to better 
reflect the party’s political coalition. The BC 
Liberals are a coalition party where federal Liberals 
and federal Conservatives compromise on policy 
and priorities to defeat the BC NDP, or so they 
thought. The BC Liberals narrowly defeated the 
BC NDP in the 2017 election but lost government 
due to a power sharing agreement between the BC 
NDP and the BC Greens. In 2020, the BC Liberals 
were reduced to twenty-two seats, losing key 
seats in the Lower Mainland as well as their only 
Vancouver Island seat.   

Along with the party rebrand, Falcon has a long 
list of changes required to address concerns 
around the party’s declining performance among 
urban and suburban voters, primarily in the Lower 
Mainland. These concerns have previously included 
candidate diversity, social conservative advocacy, 
along with gaining support from younger voters 
from what has been seen as an ‘out of touch’ 
political party. 

NEXT IN LINE
Falcon’s first priority will be to re-gain a seat in 
the Legislature where he can face off with Premier 
John Horgan in question period as the leader of 
the official opposition. Former BC Liberal leader 
Andrew Wilkinson has agreed to step down from 
his riding of Vancouver-Quilchena to make way for 
Falcon. Wilkinson has served as the MLA since 
2013 in what is considered a safe seat for the BC 
Liberals. 

Since Falcon doesn’t hold a seat in the Legislature, 
which returns on February 8 with a throne speech, 
BC Liberal Caucus named a new leadership team 
featuring Shirley Bond remaining as leader of the 
official opposition until Falcon gains a seat, former 
leadership candidate and MLA for Kamloops-
South Thompson Todd Stone as opposition house 
leader, and Columbia River-Revelstoke MLA Doug 
Clovechok as the official opposition whip. Falcon’s 
leadership opponents Ellis Ross, Michael Lee, and 
Renee Merrifield all received critic portfolios.

The BC government is scheduled to release its  
budget on February 22. Look for Enterprise’s 
Western Canada team to provide key highlights, 
including the provincial debt, deficit and everything 
in between. 
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Public Affairs, Western Canada

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the United 
Conservative Party Caucus Research and Policy team following 
the government’s successful election in 2019. His vantage point 
of Alberta politics and the government can only be seen by a few 
others as he oversaw and provided policy advice and support to 
the 63 Government Caucus members. Prior to moving to Alberta, 
he graduated from University of Victoria and developed his robust 

research skills and understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition research 
for the BC Liberal Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for United 
Conservative Party contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. Steven 
is Enterprise’s go-to when we need a comprehensive briefing on what worked, what does not, what is 
the best solution for our clients, and why.

Erika Barootes 
Vice President, Western Canada 

Based in Edmonton, Erika leads Enterprise’s Western Canada 
office. As the first elected president of the United Conservative 
Party, she knows Alberta’s government inside and out—from the 
premier’s office to the heart of policy making and most things 
in between. Erika played a central role in preparing the party for 
winning government and managed digital and social media during 
the campaign. Her experience in government in Alberta includes 

positions as senior manager of government communications in the premier’s office, senior advisor to a 
minister, and caucus liaison to the government’s policy coordination office. She has also managed the 
brand and reputation of a major Edmonton-based utility, owned her own small business and has served 
on the boards of Fort Edmonton Park and the Edmonton Economic Development Corporation.

OUR TEAM IN WESTERN CANADA

Nathan Clark
Senior Consultant 

Nathan came to Enterprise with over five years of political 
experience working for multiple governments. He served three 
years in the Office of the Minister of Health, Seniors and Active 
Living in Manitoba, including two years as Chief of Staff to the 
Minister which saw him play a significant role in Manitoba’s 
successful response to the first wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Nathan has also served in a government affairs role 

at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. He held various roles during his time with the federal 
government of Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Nathan’s provincial government experience includes 
his time in Manitoba as well as in British Columbia where he served as an Executive Assistant to two 
ministers in Christy Clark’s BC Liberal government. He holds a Master of Political Management from the 
Clayton H. Riddell Graduate Program in Political Management at Carleton University
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