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Overview:

 • $27.4B in capital investment

 • $5.5B deficit

 • $2.1B in response to last year’s fires and 
floods

 • $25.5B in healthcare funding

 • $1.0B in new funding for CleanBC

 • $50M for the StrongerBC Economic Plan

 • $20 per day child care this year, working 
towards $10 by 2024/25

British Columbia is the first of the Western 
provinces to release its 2022 Budget. It has 
been another challenging year for Canadians, 
but this year has been especially difficult for 
British Columbians as they faced devastating 
fires and floods across the province. 

Premier John Horgan’s tone following the 
introduction of the 2022 Speech from the 
Throne a few weeks ago focused on reassuring 
British Columbians of their government’s 
ongoing support and that is what Budget 2022 
Stronger Together aims to reinforce.

Key highlights include an investment of $25.5 
billion in health care funding to improve quality 
of care and manage the two crises of poisoned 
drug supply and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Budget 2022 underscored many items 
announced last week during the B.C. 
government’s new economic plan. The 
StrongerBC Economic Plan will help today’s 
workers upgrade their skills, train for new jobs, 
introduce new trade certifications, and grow 
opportunities across industries. The plan will 
also focus on reconciliation and deliver on 
their commitment to environmental, social and 
governance.

The budget also gave details on the new 
resource management ministry with the split of 
the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development into the 
Ministry of Forests and Ministry of Land, Water 
and Resource Stewardship. The new ministry 
will include responsibilities included from other 

departments. Premier Horgan has yet to name 
his new minister, however, the current minister 
of state for Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations, Nathan Cullen, is a likely candidate 
for the position. 

Health and Mental Health 

Political watchers in British Columbia and across 
the country will notice a sharp contrast to the 
Horgan government’s budget tabled today 
compared to budgets and economic outlooks 
over the past two years. Despite continuing to 
make up close to half of the provincial budget, 
Budget 2022 put significantly less attention 
on health care spending compared to what we 
have become accustomed to throughout the 
pandemic.

Overall, health spending in British Columbia – 
including spending allocated for mental health 
and addictions – will total $25.456 billion in 
2022/23. This represents an increase of 6.6 per 
cent compared to the $23.882 budget forecast 
in 2021/22. The province also anticipates health 
spending will surpass $27 billion by 2024/25. 
Like other provinces and territories have, the 
NDP government used its budget document as 
another tool to call for an increase to the Canada 
Health Transfer from the federal government.

Despite focusing less on the pandemic in this 
budget, Finance Minister Selina Robinson 
underscored that the province remains engaged 
and ready to continue combatting the COVID-19 
pandemic. Budget 2022 included an allocation 
of $875 million this year for public health 
related COVID-19 response spending. This 
will fund ongoing vaccination programs, PPE 
for healthcare workers, mental health supports, 
investments to secure long-term care homes, 
and additional funding for the B.C. Centre for 
Disease Control. 

Key health investments earmarked in this budget 
unrelated to the pandemic include: 

• an additional $102 million over three years 
to advance B.C.’s Primary Care Strategy by 
building more Urgent and Primary Care Centres 
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throughout the provinces and the development 
of primary care network and traditional wellness 
providers surrounding Indigenous communities; 

• $148 million to improve EMS services 
across the province; 

• $303 million over three years to address 
the province’s surgical and diagnostic backlogs; 
and

• $231 million over three years to bring 
health care workers back on to the public 
roster as opposed to continuing to contract out 
services (as the health system currently does) – 
no doubt a political move that will be lauded by 
the government’s supporters.

Finally, no discussion on a budget in B.C. can go 
without mentioning the ongoing overdose crisis 
in the province and the government’s continued 
response. Budget 2022 includes $164 million 
for the construction of at least 20 additional 
complex care homes that, when completed, 
will support approximately 500 residents who 
are struggling with overlapping substance use 
issues, mental health concerns, and trauma 
and brain injuries. In addition, the province has 
earmarked $10 million to support the expansion 
of these services. 

Infrastructure, Investment and 
Crown Corps. 

Taxpayer-supported capital spending is 
projected to be $27.4 billion over the next three 
years, up $1.1 billion from last year’s budget with 
increases in health and transportation projects.  
The taxpayer supported capital spending will 
continue to rise to nearly $600 million in the last 
two years of the fiscal plan. 

In response to the flooding and mudslides 
in November 2021 that wiped out major 
infrastructure and impacted communities across 
the province, the province is projecting to spend 
over $500 million in this fiscal year. Budget 
2022 also projects the government will spend 
$1.5 billion over three years for recovery efforts 
relating to the fall 2021 floods and mudslides. 

Transportation capital investments total $8 
billion over the fiscal plan, with the government 
remaining committed to replacing the George 
Massey Tunnel with the Fraser River Tunnel 
Project, an eight-lane tunnel projected to open in 
2030. 

BC Transit and BC Ferries will receive $48 
million in operational funding over the next 
three years. BC Transit alone will alone see its 
taxpayer-supported capital spending more than 
double to $178 million in 2022/23 compared to 
the 2021 Budget. 

Budget 2022 also promises to work with 
“municipalities to streamline development 
processes and build homes faster”. This comes 
after B.C.’s Attorney General and Minister 
Responsible for Housing, David Eby, hinted that 
the province may take away development permit 
responsibilities from municipalities to address 
skyrocketing housing prices across the province. 
The Municipal Affairs budget saw a decrease in 
their budget and has $260 million allocated in 
Budget 2022. This decrease is mostly attributed 
to the previous year’s budget allocating much to 
the COVID-19 response in 2021/22.

Jobs and Economy 

The 2022 Budget builds off of the StrongerBC 
Economic Plan released by Premier Horgan 
and Jobs, Economic Recovery and Innovation 
Minister Ravi Kahlon last week. The economic 
plans lay out the government’s priorities 
relating to long-term growth, providing $50 
million to improve inclusion and sustainability 
in the province’s economy. In addition to the 
StrongerBC plan, Budget 2022 also promises 
a jobs plan, Future Ready: Skills for the Jobs 
of Tomorrow, to address projected labour 
force challenges with changing populations 
and challenges from climate change. The plan 
promises to fill one million job openings by 2031. 

B.C.’s unemployment rate averaged 6.5 per cent 
in 2021, up 2.4 per cent from the previous year. 
The January 2022 unemployment rate sits at 5.1 
per cent, only 0.1 per cent below pre-pandemic 
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levels. The labour force grew 3.9 per cent in 
2021, which made up for the 2.2 per cent drop 
in 2020. Labour force participation sat at 65.3 
per cent in 2021. 

While the government plans to shift public health 
policy towards learning to live with COVID, 
Budget 2022 provides $3 billion over the next 
two years in Pandemic Recovery Contingencies 
for short-term funding and new programs as 
the government navigates potential pandemic 
waves in the future. The pandemic recovery 
contingency envelope includes funding related 
to COVID-19 health management, supports for 
vulnerable populations, tourism programs, and 
other recovery or unallocated initiatives. 

Budget 2022 provides $1.1 billion in 
contingencies over the fiscal plan for 
communities and businesses affected by 
flooding, which includes Agri-Recovery funding. 
The Agriculture and Food Ministry will see a 
slight increase from $107 million to $108 million 
for 2023/24 and 2024/25. 

Education and Public Safety 

The province’s new workforce readiness plan 
titled Future Ready: Skills for the Jobs of 
Tomorrow will attempt to proactively address the 
province’s workforce challenges to help deal with 
issues caused by skills shortages and business 
volatility and to continue to ensure a strong and 
sustainable recovery. Parts of this plan include 
$25 million in 2022/23 as part of Budget 2022 
to continue to expand training for health care 
assistants to address critical staffing shortages in 
the long-term care, assisted living, and home care 
sectors. The province will also be investing $21 
million over three years to create trades training 
seats and expand the list of targeted programs 
and services. This will aid workers in becoming 
apprentices or obtaining certifications.  

The budget includes an investment of more than 
$664 million over the fiscal plan to answer the 
growing K-12 enrolment in British Columbia’s 
public and independent school systems. 

This spending includes $105 million for the 
Classroom Enhancement Fund. In addition, the 
province’s capital plan includes $3.1 billion over 
the next three years to build new schools to 
respond to enrolment growth. Budget 2022 also 
includes $4.3 billion in capital spending over the 
next three years by post-secondary institutions 
across British Columbia. These investments will 
be set towards priority projects and will help 
build capacity to meet the province’s future 
workforce and economic development needs 
in key sectors. A significant portion of this 
investment is funded through non-government 
sources including foundations, donations, 
internal sources, revenues generated from 
services, and federal funding. 

Budget 2022 includes more than $46 million to 
support access to justice services, shorten wait 
times for trials, and help victims of crime quickly 
resolve their disputes. An additional $12 million 
is being provided to continue the digitization of 
provincial justice services that were implemented 
during the pandemic including online traffic 
court, virtual bail, and a virtual Indigenous Justice 
Centre. Budget 2022 also includes $233 million 
to fund public safety initiatives and a negotiated 
wage enhancement for Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police to continue public safety measures 
focusing on rural and remote regions of the 
province. 

Energy and Environment 

Budget 2022 seeks to leave a long-lasting 
impact on how the province tackles both 
reconciliation and the environment. Notably, 
the budget provides over $44 million in new 
funding to support the creation of the Ministry 
of Land, Water and Resource Stewardship. The 
new ministry will incorporate programs that are 
currently housed in other ministries, including 
land use policy and planning, fisheries and 
coastal policy and planning, and aquatic and 
terrestrial habitat management. Importantly, this 
new ministry will have a leadership role working 
with Indigenous governments and organizations 
to develop a new vision and supporting policies 
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for land, water and resource management. 

In addition to the creation of a new ministry, 
Budget 2022 provides over $1 billion in new 
funding to continue existing CleanBC measures 
and implement new initiatives identified in the 
CleanBC Roadmap. Over $651 million in new 
operating funding will be devoted to supporting 
clean transportation, energy efficient buildings 
and communities, and assisting industry to 
manage the transition to a low-carbon economy.  

Budget 2022 also includes related tax measures 
to support the fight on climate change. These 
include a temporary tax credit for retrofits that 
improve energy efficiency of multi-unit residential 
and commercial buildings, expanding the 
exemption of hydrogen fuel from motor fuel tax, 
and PST exemptions for used zero-emission 
vehicles (increased to $75,000). 

As the province endures another devastating 
year of weather-related events, the government 
has outlined additional investments in order to 
prepare for and adapt to these disasters in the 
future. Natural disaster-related funding items 
include:

•  $145 million over the fiscal plan for 
the BC Wildfire Service and Emergency 
Management BC. Funding will move the BC 
Wildfire Service from its current reactive 
model of wildfire response to a more proactive 
approach;

• $98 million over three years to fund 
wildfire prevention work and projects to maintain 
forest service roads; and

• $26 million in capital funding to be 
invested over three years to upgrade the BC 
Wildfire agency’s facilities. 

Budget 2022 makes additional investments in 
the natural resource sector to ensure continued 
economic and environmental successes. This 
includes $18 million over the next three years 
to continue the Regulatory Excellence in Mining 
strategy and to develop the Mass Timber Action 
Plan. The timber plan will also help foster 
low-carbon innovation to responsibly grow an 

emerging industry. Additionally, more than $185 
million will be invested over the next three years 
to support forest workers and contractors, 
industry, communities, and First Nations to adapt 
and respond to the impacts of deferrals. 

Social Services, Culture and 
Reconciliation

Budget 2022 is putting people first with 
a focus on meaningful reconciliation, 
supporting vulnerable populations, keeping the 
unemployment rate at the lowest in the country, 
and making child care more affordable for 
families.

 The government will be reducing fees for full-
day infant and toddler care to approximately 
$20/day by the end of 2022. This investment 
includes creating 40,000 new licensed child 
care spaces in the next seven years and, under 
the New Spaces Fund, increasing before- and 
after-school spaces from 24 to 44.

The budget emphasizes the government’s 
commitment to working with Indigenous 
Peoples and communities on true and lasting 
reconciliation, starting with the announcement 
of a new Declaration Act Secretariat, which will 
work to ensure that Indigenous rights are woven 
through government decisions and laws.

In addition, the government will also be working 
with the First Nations Health Authority to build 
up to 15 First Nations Primary Care Centres 
throughout the province. Budget 2022 has 
reaffirmed commitment to Aboriginal Head 
Start, an increase of access to the Indigenous 
Justice Centre, and investment in 280 additional 
First Nations and remote communities to build 
infrastructure required to access high-speed 
internet.

The B.C. government will remain committed 
to stable funding for community-based sexual 
assault response organizations and will 
introduce new complex care housing, rent 
supplements and extending support for youth 
until age 27 in an effort to proactively prevent 
homelessness.
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Public Affairs, Western Canada

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the United 
Conservative Party Caucus Research and Policy team following 
the government’s successful election in 2019. His vantage point 
of Alberta politics and the government can only be seen by a few 
others as he oversaw and provided policy advice and support to 
the 63 Government Caucus members. Prior to moving to Alberta, 
he graduated from University of Victoria and developed his robust 

research skills and understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition research 
for the BC Liberal Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for United 
Conservative Party contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. Steven 
is Enterprise’s go-to when we need a comprehensive briefing on what worked, what does not, what is 
the best solution for our clients, and why.

Erika Barootes 
Vice President, Western Canada 

Based in Edmonton, Erika leads Enterprise’s Western Canada 
office. As the first elected president of the United Conservative 
Party, she knows Alberta’s government inside and out—from the 
premier’s office to the heart of policy making and most things 
in between. Erika played a central role in preparing the party for 
winning government and managed digital and social media during 
the campaign. Her experience in government in Alberta includes 

positions as senior manager of government communications in the premier’s office, senior advisor to a 
minister, and caucus liaison to the government’s policy coordination office. She has also managed the 
brand and reputation of a major Edmonton-based utility, owned her own small business and has served 
on the boards of Fort Edmonton Park and the Edmonton Economic Development Corporation.

OUR TEAM IN WESTERN CANADA

Nathan Clark
Senior Consultant 

Nathan came to Enterprise with over five years of political 
experience working for multiple governments. He served three 
years in the Office of the Minister of Health, Seniors and Active 
Living in Manitoba, including two years as Chief of Staff to the 
Minister which saw him play a significant role in Manitoba’s 
successful response to the first wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Nathan has also served in a government affairs role 

at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. He held various roles during his time with the federal 
government of Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Nathan’s provincial government experience includes 
his time in Manitoba as well as in British Columbia where he served as an Executive Assistant to two 
ministers in Christy Clark’s BC Liberal government. He holds a Master of Political Management from the 
Clayton H. Riddell Graduate Program in Political Management at Carleton University
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