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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Premier Heather Stefanson announced her first cabinet since being elected as leader of the 
Progressive Conservative (PC) Party of Manitoba on October 30, 2021. This shuffle follows the 
removal of former Infrastructure Minister Ron Schuler over the holidays and is largely expected 
to be the core team that will seek to turn the page from the Pallister era and lead the PCs 
into Manitoba’s next provincial election scheduled for fall 2023. This shuffle saw a significant 
number of changes as well as the departure of two long-time cabinet ministers, Ralph Eichler 
and Cathy Cox. A summary of the changes include: 

• Sarah Guillemard – (MLA for Fort Richmond) – Minister of Mental Health and Community 
Wellness 

• Scott Johnston (MLA for Assiniboia) – Minister of Seniors and Long-Term Care 

• Doyle Piwniuk (MLA for Turtle Mountain) – Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure 

• Andrew Smith (MLA for Lagimodiere) – Minister of Sport, Culture and Heritage 

• Eileen Clarke (MLA for Agassiz) – Minister of Municipal Relations 

• Rochelle Squires (MLA for Riel) – Minister of Families, Francophone affairs, Status of 
Women and Accessibility 

• Cliff Cullen (MLA for Spruce Woods) as Deputy Premier and Minister of Economic 
Development, Investment and Trade 

• Kelvin Goertzen (MLA for Steinbach) as Minister of Justice and Attorney General, and 
Minister Responsible for Manitoba Public Insurance (MPI) and Government House Leader 

• Cameron Friesen (MLA for Morden-Winkler) as Minister of Finance and Minister 
Responsible for Manitoba Hydro 

• Scott Fielding (MLA for Kirkfield Park) as Minister of Natural Resources and Northern 
Development, and Minister Responsible for the Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries Corporation 
(MBLL) 

• Jeff Wharton (MLA for Red River North) as Minister of Environment, Climate and Parks, and 
Minister Responsible for Efficiency Manitoba 

• Reg Helwer (MLA for Brandon West) as Minister of Labour, Consumer Protection and 
Government Services, Minister Responsible for the Public Utilities Board (PUB) and 
Minister Responsible for the civil service 

• Wayne Ewasko (MLA for Lac du Bonnet) as Minister of Education and Early Childhood 
Learning 

• Derek Johnson (MLA for Interlake-Gimli) as Minister of Agriculture 

• Jon Reyes (MLA for Waverley) as Minister of Advanced Education, Skills and Immigration 
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Of note is a significant change that was not made. Audrey Gordon will remain in her role as 
Minister of Health, but will no longer oversee mental health and addictions, seniors or long-
term care. Gordon took on the role following the resignation of now-Premier Stefanson when 
she entered the PC leadership race. By leaving Gordon in health, it is likely that Stefanson is 
seeking to bring stability to a file that has seen three different ministers over the last four years.  

Along with numerous changes amongst cabinet ministers, this shuffle also saw new 
ministries stood up. A Minister of Labour, Consumer Protection and Government Services 
was reintroduced after having been scrapped by former Premier Brian Pallister – a move that 
received significant criticism from unions throughout the province at the time. A Minister of 
Seniors and Long-Term Care was also stood up and will oversee the implementation of the 
Stevenson Report –  a key commitment of Stefanson’s throughout the leadership race – that 
followed the tragic COVID-19 outbreak at the Maples Personal Care Home. 

While there is never an ideal time to make such drastic change in government, this cabinet 
shuffle comes as Manitoba continues to battle the rapidly-spreading Omicron variant. As 
hospitals in the province continue to report a record number of patients in hospital with 
COVID-19, there has been a strong push by Manitoba’s opposition parties and health 
advocates for the government to institute further restrictions to slow the spread of the virus. 
Premier Stefanson, having promised during her leadership campaign to avoid future lockdowns, 
has stated that Manitobans need to learn to live with the virus and that the government must 
do everything it can to protect the extremely fragile economy. Future restrictions will only be 
instituted when public health modelling demonstrates that they would be absolutely necessary. 
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Minister Jon Reyes remains in cabinet with a new position in the higher education ministry. 
Reyes previously served in the economic development portfolio, a role which he held since 
July 2021. Minister Reyes has served nearly seven years as the MLA for the constituency of 
Waverley (previously St. Norbert). Prior to being elected, Minister Reyes served 10 years in the 
Canadian Forces, including five years on HMCS Winnipeg in the Royal Canadian Navy. Reyes 
has also owned and operated a small business in Winnipeg for over a decade. 

ADVANCED EDUCATION, SKILLS AND 
IMMIGRATION

HON. JON REYES

AGRICULTURE 

Minister Derek Johnson moves to the agriculture ministry following a term that lasted just over a 
year in municipal affairs. The cabinet shuffle saw the former Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources split, as the natural resource portfolio became a new ministry. Johnson has served 
as the MLA for constituency of Interlake-Gimli (formerly Interlake) since 2016. Before entering 
provincial politics, Johnson was involved in municipal politics as a councillor for the Rural 
Municipality of St. Laurent, a community northwest of Winnipeg, for four years. Before entering 
politics, Johnson worked as a financial advisor. 

HON. DEREK JOHNSON
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DEPUTY PREMIER

In addition to being named Deputy Premier, Minister Cliff Cullen takes on a role that will be 
critical to the Stefanson government. Throughout the leadership contest, Stefanson frequently 
highlighted the damage to the economy brought about by lockdowns during the pandemic 
and committed to working with businesses moving forward to ensure both the physical and 
economic health of the province remain viable. Stefenson will be counting on Cullen to oversee 
a strong economic rebound before Manitobans head to the polls late next year. Elected in 
2007, Cullen has served in a variety of roles since the PCs formed government back in 2016, 
including Minister of Crown Services, Minister of Justice, Minister of Education, and Minister of 
Growth, Enterprise and Trade.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INVESTMENT 
AND TRADE

HON. CLIFF CULLEN

HON. WAYNE EWASKO

Minister Wayne Ewasko stays in cabinet, moving from the higher education ministry to the 
newly-titled Department of Education and Early Childhood Learning. Ewasko will be responsible 
for improving relationships with teachers and school divisions after controversial education 
legislation was scrapped this past fall. Ewasko has served the constituency of Lac du 
Bonnet since 2011 and was the Government Caucus chair prior to being appointed to cabinet 
in January of last year. Prior to being elected, Ewasko worked in the public education system as 
a teacher and guidance counsellor. He is also a prominent curler in Manitoba, where he’s gone 
to six provincial championships.  

EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD 
LEARNING
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RESPONSIBLE FOR EFFICIENCY MANITOBA

Minister Jeff Wharton remains in cabinet where he will be responsible for the environment and 
parks ministry, previously known as Conservation and Climate. His previous portfolio of Crown 
Services was split up and redistributed amongst other ministries. First elected as the MLA for 
Gimli in 2016 and re-elected in 2019 in the constituency of Red River North, Wharton served 
as the Minister of Municipal Affairs from 2017 to 2019. Prior to entering provincial politics, 
Wharton was a Councillor for the Town of Winnipeg Beach and owned a moving and storage 
businesses with his wife before they sold it in 2010.   

ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE AND PARKS
HON. JEFF WHARTON

HON. ROCHELLE SQUIRES

RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCESSIBILITY, FRANCOPHONE AFFAIRS, STATUS OF 
WOMEN

Minister Rochelle Squires keeps her role as Minister of Families and Francophone Affairs 
but takes on a new but familiar role by adding Status of Women to her list of responsibilities. 
Squires previously oversaw the Status of Women Secretariat from 2016 up until the 2019 
election, and her passion towards women’s issues is well known by all PC insiders. Squires 
surprised many by deciding not to run in the PC leadership race, and some remain curious as to 
whether or not she will put her name forward to be the next mayor of Winnipeg in the upcoming 
municipal election. Also hailing from southern Winnipeg, Squires is known for to be far more 
progressive within a cabinet that previously had numerous voices leaning much more to the 
right of the political spectrum. 

FAMILIES
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RESPONSIBLE FOR MANITOBA HYDRO

Minister Cameron Friesen returns to the helm in finance – a position he held from 2016 to 
2018, when he was moved to the health portfolio. Widely speculated to be a potential threat 
to Stefanson in the recent leadership race, Friesen instead chose not to run for the top job 
and instead endorsed Stefanson. A music teacher by trade, Friesen was elected as the MLA 
for Morden-Winkler in 2011 and is widely known as one of the brightest minds within the PC 
caucus. Moving Friesen back to finance is a win-win for Stefanson given Friesen’s passion 
for the role and the significant criticism he was garnering as Minister of Justice relating to the 
enforcement of public health orders.  

FINANCE
HON. CAMERON FRIESEN

HON. KELVIN GOERTZEN

RESPONSIBLE FOR MANITOBA PUBLIC INSURANCE (MPI)

Having served as interim premier from September to November of last year, Minister Kelvin 
Goertzen has been awarded with a role that he has sought since the Tories formed government 
in 2016. A lawyer by trade, Goertzen is well-respected by supporters of all political stripes and 
knows the ins and outs of legislative procedure better than anyone in the province (Two reasons 
why Stefanson has kept Goertzen in the role of government house leader). Elected in 2003, 
Goertzen served as the Justice Critic while in opposition, and in government has served as 
minister in key files including health and education. 

JUSTICE & ATTORNEY GENERAL
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RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD & CIVIL SERVICE

Minister Reg Helwer adds both the Public Utilities Board and the Labour, Consumer Protection 
and Government Services portfolios while losing his role in the infrastructure ministry, which he 
held for less than a month following the removal of Ron Schuler from Cabinet. Helwer entered 
cabinet in 2019 as the Minister of Central Services. He brings an agriculture background to 
the cabinet table, holding an agricultural economics master’s degree from Purdue University. 
He also served as the Manitoba and National President of the Canadian Agri-Marketing 
Association. Helwer will have his work cut out for him with the Ministry of Labour alone as the 
province struggles with workforce shortages across multiple sectors and significant criticism 
from labour leaders relating to the pandemic response. 

LABOUR, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES

HON. REG HELWER

HON. SARAH GUILLEMARD

Minister Sarah Guillemard moves from Conservation and Climate to Mental Health and 
Community Wellness, a department previously carved out of the health portfolio by former 
Premier Brian Pallister. First elected in 2017, Guillemard represents a riding in southern 
Winnipeg that will be key for the PCs to hold should they wish to hold on to power following 
the next provincial election. A passionate voice in her community, Guillemard worked with the 
Pembina Trails School Division and taught English conversation classes to new Canadians at 
her church in Winnipeg prior to entering politics. 

MENTAL HEALTH AND COMMUNITY 
WELLNESS 
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Minister Eileen Clarke is back at the cabinet table following her abrupt exit this past summer, 
which in many ways marked the beginning of the end for former Premier Brian Pallister. Deeply 
respected amongst her colleagues and throughout the province, Clarke will be tasked with 
building productive relationships with municipal leaders throughout Manitoba. Nowhere will 
this be more critical than in Winnipeg where the relationship between City Hall and Broadway 
under Pallister was anything but positive. With municipal elections slated for later this year, 
Clarke will likely also be forced to fend off attacks from local candidates seeking to blame the 
province when and where there is an opportunity.

MUNICIPAL RELATIONS
HON. EILEEN CLARKE

HON. SCOTT FIELDING

RESPONSIBLE FOR MANITOBA LIQUOR AND LOTTERIES CORPORATION (MBLL)

Following nearly four years as Finance Minister, Minister Scott Fielding moves to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Northern Development. Having served as a Winnipeg City Councillor 
before being elected in 2016, this role will take Fielding outside of the capital region as the 
government seeks to regain support in northern Manitoba where they currently hold no seats. 
Fielding has also served as Minister of Families from 2016 to 2018 and represents one of the 
safer seats for the PCs within Winnipeg.  

NATURAL RESOURCES AND NORTHERN 
DEVELOPMENT
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Minister Scott Johnston enters cabinet for the first time in the new Seniors and Long-Term Care 
ministry. First elected in 2016, Johnston is a former chairperson for the St. James-Assiniboia 
School Board and a school trustee for 25 years. In his role as MLA, Johnston has served as the 
legislative assistant for the Minister of Finance and as the Government of Manitoba’s Special 
Envoy for Military Affairs. This new ministry will be key as Manitoba seeks to implement the 
recommendations included in the Stevenson Report and transform seniors’ care in a way that 
allows Manitoba seniors to remain in their homes with their loved ones for as long as possible. 

SENIORS AND LONG-TERM CARE
HON. SCOTT JOHNSTON

HON. ANDREW SMITH

RESPONSIBLE FOR TOURISM AND THE MANITOBA CENTENNIAL CENTRE 
CORPORATION (MCCC)

First elected in 2016, Minister Andrew Smith enters the role of Minister of Sport, Culture and 
Heritage following a lengthy tenure as the legislative assistant in the same file. Hailing from 
another south Winnipeg seat that will be critical for the PCs to protect come next election, 
Smith has become a common face at numerous cultural events throughout the province. Prior 
to entering politics, Smith enjoyed a career in business development and marketing as well 
as a stint as a political staffer to MP Ted Falk and former MPs Vic Toews and Joy Smith. This 
position will be critical as the PCs seek to secure support for the next election from various 
ethnic communities both in and outside the Perimeter Highway. 

SPORT, CULTURE AND HERITAGE
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The previously-titled infrastructure file takes on a new name with a new minister, Doyle Piwniuk, 
following the ousting of former minister Ron Schuler. Piwniuk, who was first elected in 2014, 
enters cabinet following a lengthy tenure as deputy speaker of the Manitoba legislature. 
Representing the riding of Turtle Mountain, Piwniuk has been very active in his community of 
Virden where he was a business partner at a local insurance firm and an active volunteer with 
various community groups. Outside of his role as an elected official, Piwniuk is also a member 
of the Wallace Fire Department. 

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
HON. DOYLE PIWNIUK
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Public Affairs, Western Canada

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the 
United Conservative Party Caucus Research and Policy 
team following the government’s successful election 
in 2019. His vantage point of Alberta politics and the 
government can only be seen by a few others as he 
oversaw and provided policy advice and support to 
the 63 Government Caucus members. But this was 

not his first political role as he is no stranger to politics, policy, or problem solving. Prior to 
moving to Alberta, he graduated from University of Victoria and developed his robust research 
skills and understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition research for 
the BC Liberal Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for United 
Conservative Party contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. 
Steven is Enterprise’s go-to when we need a comprehensive briefing on what worked, what 
does not, what is the best solution for our clients, and why.

Erika Barootes 
Vice President, Western Canada 

Based in Edmonton, Erika leads Enterprise’s Western 
Canada office. As the first elected president of the United 
Conservative Party, she knows Alberta’s government 
inside and out—from the premier’s office to the heart 
of policy making and most things in between. Erika 
played a central role in preparing the party for winning 
government and managed digital and social media during 

the campaign. Her experience in government in Alberta includes positions as senior manager 
of government communications in the premier’s office, senior advisor to a minister, and caucus 
liaison to the government’s policy coordination office. She has also managed the brand and 
reputation of a major Edmonton-based utility, owned her own small business and has served on 
the boards of Fort Edmonton Park and the Edmonton Economic Development Corporation.

OUR TEAM IN WESTERN CANADA
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OUR TEAM IN WESTERN CANADA

Nathan Clark
Senior Consultant 

Nathan came to Enterprise with over five years of political 
experience working for multiple governments. He served 
three years in the Office of the Minister of Health, Seniors 
and Active Living in Manitoba, including two years as 
Chief of Staff to the Minister which saw him play a 
significant role in Manitoba’s successful response to the 
first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, Nathan 

has served in a government affairs role at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. He held 
various roles during his time with the federal government of Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 
Nathan’s provincial government experience includes his time in Manitoba as well as in British 
Columbia where he served as an Executive Assistant to two ministers in Christy Clark’s BC 
Liberal government. He holds a Master of Political Management from the Clayton H. Riddell 
Graduate Program in Political Management at Carleton University
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