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Today, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau unveiled his new cabinet. Today’s swearing-in ceremony makes 
it clear that the Prime Minister is focused on two priorities: strengthening his progressive brand in 
Canada and looking ahead to a post-Trudeau Liberal government. 

Trudeau’s 2019 cabinet was an exercise in shuffling trusted advisors and confidants to help get the 
government back on the right track after failing to garner a majority. After another disappointing election 
result, Trudeau is looking to go on the offensive and defend his progressive brand. 

Since the onset of the pandemic, there has been growing concern that the government has lost ground 
on key pillars of their progressive agenda. Criticisms include lagging on the fight against climate 
change, sexual misconduct in the Military, and a looming affordability crisis. These, combined with an 
ill-considered trip to Tofino, have dominated headlines. Trudeau’s refreshed and renewed Cabinet seeks 
to face these issues head-on.   

The Top Five Things you need to know:

1. Health is (still) paramount. 

While the government looks to move 
ahead on other issues, there is no denying 
that healthcare remains one of the most 
important issues to Canadian voters, and 
that challenges with respect to the pandemic 
remain. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exasperated and brought to light issues in 
Long Term Care, Mental Health and general 
pandemic preparedness. Splitting the 
Health Ministry into two portfolios allows the 
government to allocate additional resources 
to strengthening our domestic healthcare 
landscape. 

2. Liberals planning for a post-Trudeau 
world.

Since the 2021 election ended, Ottawa 
has been rife with rumours on whether the 
current Prime Minister remains at the helm 
of the Liberal Party for the next election. 
This new cabinet confirms that a post-
Trudeau Liberal Party is top of mind for this 
government. Elevating cabinet ministers who 
are seen as contenders in a future leadership 
race and bringing in more fresh faces to gain 
ministerial experience were abound in this 
shuffle.

3. The Military crisis won’t go away. 

Minister Harjit Sajjan has been widely 
criticized for his handling of the sexual 
misconduct crisis that has plagued the 
military for generations, and has been in full 
spotlight over the last year. After six years 
in this post, Sajjan has been moved from 
this portfolio and replaced by Anita Anand, 
the second female defence minister in the 
nation’s history. Minister Anand, who is a 
lawyer by training and unlike Sajjan has no 
formal ties to the military, is coming from 
an incredibly successful stint as Minister 
of Public Service and Procurement, where 
she was responsible for procuring the 
complement of Canada’s vaccines. Anand 
is widely respected and will bring her strong 
leadership to the table in a Ministry beset by 
inaction.

4. Rebuilding Canada’s economy, 
region-by-region. 

After six years of consolidating the regional 
economic development portfolio, the Trudeau 
government has reintroduced ministers 
responsible for the various economic 
development regions. This change allows 
the government to effectively handle two 
issues at the same time; ensuring the cabinet 
remained balanced and new ministers 



4

have a chance to get their feet wet as well as signalling to Canadians that the government is well 
positioned to manage the economy post COVID-19.

5. Activist Governing on Environment. 

Steven Guilbeault has been named the new Minister of Environment and Climate Change. A 
former environmental activist who co-founded the non-profit environmental organization Équiterre, 
Guilbeault is a marked change from his predecessors on the file. After years of ensuring a 
“balanced hand” was the face of Trudeau’s climate agenda and not wanting to send the wrong 
signal to the West, this appointment seeks to up the ante. Expect the government to move forward 
with a more ambitious approach on fighting climate change, which is all but sure to include a 
tougher hand with the oil and gas industry, and other heavy emitters.

Fresh Faces 

This cabinet sees eight new MPs promoted (see below). Looking ahead to the future of the Liberal 
party, it has become clear the Prime Minister sees a need to bring in fresh faces and strengthen 
the bench depth of the Liberal Caucus. The Trudeau government continues to rely on collaborative 
voices in caucus and close allies to address what they feel are pain points going forward. A clear 
example of this is the promotion of Gudie Hutchings from Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Rural 
Economic Development. Hutchings represents a rural Newfoundland and Labrador riding at a time 
when the Liberals are finding themselves further on their backfoot in rural Canada. Returning MP Randy 
Boissinnault from Edmonton Centre has also joined Cabinet as the government looks to build on its 
new found success in Western Canada. 

Today’s Message 

Trudeau kept his Cabinet gender-balanced, kept almost all of its veteran ministers in, and made key 
adjustments to high-ranking ministries. He is sending a signal today that his cabinet will shift to playing 
offense. An environmental activist at the helm of Environment and Climate Change Canada, the well 
respected and determined Anita Anand at the helm of Defence and elevating the portfolios for both 
Mental Health and Housing show the government is willing to press hard on issues that are either 
seen as weak spots for this government or will be priorities for the years ahead. During this mandate, 
expect the government to take more of an activist approach to governing, and for ambitious leadership 
contenders to do what they must to make a name for themselves as the Liberal party readies itself for 
the post-Trudeau era.
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What’s Next 

With the anticipation that the House will resume November 22nd and sit for a few weeks, all eyes 
are on what the government will do next. The government is keen to reintroduce legislation banning 
conversion therapy and will likely look to move quickly on items like broadcasting reform and Budget 
2022 preparations. The significant shuffle today coincides with a similar staff shakeup taking place. 
New Deputy Chiefs of Staff for the Prime Minister’s office combined with ministerial staff looking to 
depart the Hill means that it will likely take several months for the government to operate at full tilt. 

A Look at Health

The federal government has decided to split the health portfolio into two separate ministries. This 
comes after the most recent Health Minister, Patty Hajdu, failed to perform as expected during her 
tenure at the helm of Health Canada. Minister Hajdu faced criticism following decisions during the early 
days of the COVID -19 pandemic that many regarded as missteps.  Hesitation to close international 
borders and confusion over COVID-19 mandates were issues that have remained associated with her 
since the start of the pandemic. This split, along with fresh faces, will allow the appointed ministers to 
focus on multiple areas. This new structure will allow one minister to be focused on broad issues such 
as policy and regulation with the other dedicated to mental health.
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Minister Pascale St-Onge joins Federal Cabinet for the first time after being elected in the 2021 
election to the riding of Brome—Missisquoi. Prior to her election she served as the president of the 
Fédération nationale des communications et de la culture (FNCC-CSN). While in this role she oversaw 
several expert studies aimed at developing innovative public policies, participated in the creation and 
adoption of programs to support the print media, and contributed to the implementation of policies and 
programs to help media and Quebec’s cultural sector adapt to the major shifts brought about by digital 
platforms. Minister St-Onge holds a bachelor’s degree in literary studies from Université du Québec à 
Montréal and certificate in journalism from Université de Montréal.

Minister Marci Ien is the Member of Parliament for Toronto Centre. Minister Ien was first elected to 
Parliament in 2020. Prior to her career in politics, she was an award-winning journalist and broadcaster, 
covering a variety of topics throughout her three-decade long career. Most recently, she was the host of 
CTV’s daytime talk show, The Social.  She is also a published author. Her appointment as the Minister 
for Women, Gender Equality and Youth will be her first Cabinet role. Minister Ien holds a degree in 
radio and television arts from Ryerson University.

Pascale St-Onge
Minister of Sport and Minister Responsible for the 
Economic Development Agency of Canada for the 
Regions of Quebec

Marci Ien
Minister for Women, Gender Equality and Youth

New Ministers
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Minister Sean Fraser has been the Member of Parliament for Central Nova since 2015. Prior to 
entering politics, Minister Fraser was a lawyer, practicing commercial litigation and international dispute 
resolution. He also served as served as the Vice-President of a local branch of the United Nations 
Association in Canada, acted as a Research Fellow with the Centre for International Sustainable 
Development Law, and provided pro bono legal services to the Boys and Girls Club. His previous roles 
in Parliament include serving as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance as well as being the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Middle-Class Prosperity and 
Associate Minister of Finance. Minister Fraser holds a law degree from Dalhousie University, a master’s 
degree from Leiden University, and a bachelor’s from St. Francis Xavier University.

This is Minister Randy Boissonnault’s first role in cabinet though this is not his first time serving as MP 
for Edmonton Centre. Having been first elected as the MP for Edmonton Centre in 2015 he served 
until he was defeated in 2019 and has now been re-elected in the 2021 election. From 2015 – 2019 
Minister Boissonnault served as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage 
and was the Special Advisor to the Prime Minister on LGBTQ2 Issues. Prior to his first election he 
served as the Chair for the Centre for Family Literacy, Minister Boissonnault founded the non-profit 
organization Literacy Without Borders.

Sean Fraser 
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship

Randy Boissonnault 
Minister of Tourism and Associate Minister of 
Finance
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Minister Kamal Khera has served as the elected Member of Parliament for Brampton West since 2015. 
She has previously been appointed as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health, Minister of 
National Revenue, and Minister of International Development. She currently serves as a member of the 
Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security. As a registered nurse, Minister Khera 
worked at the Centre of Addictions and Mental Health (CAMH), Peel Family Shelter, William Osler 
Health Centre and St. Joseph’s Health Centre.

Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor was first elected the Member of Parliament for Moncton-Riverview-
Dieppe in 2015. She was named Minister of Health in 2017 and held the post for two years. Most 
recently, she was the Deputy Whip for the Liberal caucus. Prior to her career in politics, Minister 
Petipas Taylor spent 23 years as a social worker and Victims Services Coordinator for the Codiac 
Regional RCMP in Moncton. Minister Petitpas Taylor holds a bachelor’s degree in Social Work from the 
Université de Moncton.

Kamal Khera  
Minister of Seniors

Ginette Petitpas Taylor 
Minister of Official Languages and Minister 
Responsible for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency 
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Minister Helena Jaczek was first elected as a Member of Parliament for Oak Ridges-Markham regions 
in 2007 and through to 2018. In 2019, she was elected as a Member of Parliament for Stoufville. 
Minster Helena has served on Ontario’s Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, Ontario’s Minister of 
Community and Social Services, and the Health, Education, Social Policy Cabinet Committee. Prior to 
joining politics, Minister Jaczek received a medical degree and a Master of Health Sciences from the 
University of Toronto. She also holds a Master of Business Administration for the Schulich School of 
Business. She spent 18 years as a Medical Officer of Health and Commissioner of Health Services for 
the York Municipality.

Minister Gudie Hutchings is serving in cabinet for the first time as Minister of Rural Economic 
Development after having been the Parliamentary Secretary in the same portfolio. Prior to this she has 
acted as Parliamentary Secretary for the Small Business and Tourism and Parliamentary Secretary of 
Women and Gender Equality. Prior to her career in federal politics Minister Hutchings served as board 
member for the Newfoundland and Labrador Outfitters Association and was the former president of the 
Corner Brook Chamber of Commerce.

Helena Jaczek   
Minister Responsible for the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario

Gudie Hutchings  
Minister of Rural Economic Development
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Prime Minister of Canada Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Hon. Chrystia Freeland

President of the Treasury Board Mona Fortier

Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry Francois-Philippe Champagne

Minister of Health Jean-Yves Duclos

Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Sean Fraser

Minister of Families, Children and Social Development Karina Gould

Minister of Environment and Climate Change Steven Guilbeault

Minister of Indigenous Services and Minister responsible 
for the Federal Economic Development Agency for 
Northern Ontario

Patty Hajdu

Minister of Housing and Diversity and Inclusion Ahmed Hussen

Minister of Rural Economic Development Gudie Hutchings

Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Youth Marci len

Minister responsible for the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario

Helena Jaczek

Minister of Foreign Affairs Melanie Joly

Minister of Seniors Kamal Khera

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada David Lametti

Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and 
Communities

Dominic Leblanc

Minister of National Revenue Diane Lebouthillier

Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate Lawrence Macaulay

Minister of National Defence Anita Anand

Minister of Public Safety Marco E. L Mendicino

Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations Marc Miller

Full Cabinet List
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Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast 
Guard

Joyce Murray

Minister of International Trade, Export Promotion, Small 
Business and Economic Development

Mary Ng

Minister of Labour Seamus O’Regan Jr.

Minister of Official Languages and Minister responsible for 
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency

Ginette Petitpas Taylor

Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and 
Disability Inclusion

Carla Qualtrough

Minister of Canadian Heritage Pablo Rodriguez

Minister of International Development and Minister 
responsible for the Pacific Economic Development Agency 
of Canada

Harjit S. Sajjan

Minister of Sport and Minister responsible for the 
Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions 
of Quebec 

Pascale St-Onge

Minister of Public Services and Procurement Filomena Tassi

Minister of Northern Affairs, Minister responsible for 
Prairies Economic Development Canada, and Minister 
responsible for the Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency

Dan Vandal

Minister of Natural Resources Jonathan Wilkinson

Minister of Transport Omar Alghabra

Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, Associate 
Minister of Health

Carolyn Bennett

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Marie-Claude Bibeau

President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and 
Minister of Emergency Preparedness

Bill Blair

Minister of Tourism and Associate Minister of Finance Randy Boissonnault

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons Mark Holland

Quebec Lieutenant Pablo Rodriguez
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