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Overview: 

• $3.1B in capital investments

• $2.6B deficit

• $1.5B COVID-19 supports in 2021-22, with 
a multi-year $4.8B response 

• $6.5B in record-level healthcare funding

• $174.8M for the Saskatchewan Economic 
Recovery Rebate

• $39M for Workforce Development Programs 
and $3M for a new agriculture technology 
venture fund

With a significant focus on the pandemic, the 
Government of Saskatchewan’s investment in 
health, education, and infrastructure in Budget 
2021 will act as the road map for the province’s 
economic recovery with a commitment to reduce 
provincial debt to $770 million by 2024-25.

The Government of Saskatchewan is optimistic 
that the economic recovery will occur sooner than 
expected as we witness the price of oil rising, 
the return of a pre-pandemic tax base, and with 
revenue forecast to be up $830 million from the 
2020-21 budget.

Budget 2021 will fulfill the party’s campaign 
commitments to help Saskatchewan families by:

Protecting people through the pandemic,

Building key infrastructure to stimulate the 
economy, and

Growing through key investment and incentives 
to keep the lives and livelihoods of Saskatchewan 
residents affordable.

Health:

The Government of Saskatchewan is investing 
a record $6.54 billion into the health system in 
2021-22 – an increase of 5.8 percent from last 
year.

While there is a light at the end of the tunnel as 
Saskatchewan continues to vaccinate citizens, 
the threat of the COVID-19 pandemic remains 
real, especially in Regina. Today’s budget 

allocated an additional $90 million towards the 
pandemic’s health response, which will cover the 
cost of the province’s mass vaccination rollout, 
PPE, lab capacity and physician costs. Wanting 
to be prepared for any future pandemics and to 
further solidify Saskatchewan’s role as a leader 
amongst the provinces in vaccine research and 
manufacturing, the government also announced 
an additional investment of $4 million towards the 
Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization. 

Significant attention in today’s budget was 
focused on areas that have been affected the 
most throughout the pandemic. In long-term care, 
the government announced new long-term care 
homes in La Ronge and Grenfell, investments into 
the planning of new facilities in Watson, Estevan 
and Regina and funds to hire 100 continuing 
care aids this fiscal year. In addition, knowing 
the impact the pandemic has had on the mental 
health of the people of Saskatchewan, the 
government announced an increase of $23.4 
million this fiscal year for a total of $458 million 
for mental health and addictions services in the 
province. New investments will be made towards 
youth-focused initiatives and additional treatment 
beds throughout the province. 

In addition to the contents of today’s budget 
related to the pandemic response, the Sask 
Party Government announced a number of 
investments that will strengthen healthcare in 
Saskatchewan long after the pandemic comes 
to an end. The budget included $5.7 million for 
Urgent Care Centres in Regina and Saskatoon 
as well as investments towards the planning and 
design of new hospitals in Weyburn and Prince 
Albert. Minister Harpauer also announced that 
ambulance fee will be lowered, new ambulances 
will be purchased in Regina and Saskatoon, 
STARS will receive $1.4 million for a new 
emergency response helicopter, $5 million will 
be directed towards ensuring any individual in 
Saskatchewan who needs an insulin pump will 
have access to one and the Autism Spectrum 
Disorder program will be expanded to provide 
individualized funding for children ages six to 11. 
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Infrastructure and Investment:

Budget 2021 kept the government’s commitment 
to invest in key transportation, energy, and 
technological infrastructure and to continue to 
create jobs as the province struggles with the 
effects of COVID-19.   

The transportation capital projects budget sits 
at $553.2 million in Budget 2021, an increase 
of $108.5 million from last year. Notable 
transportation projects include the twinning of 
Highway 3 west of Prince Alberta and upgrading 
passing lanes on at least eight highways across 
the province. Budget 2021 also includes $244.6 
million for municipal infrastructure projects.

Saskatchewan’s Crown corporations, which 
includes SaskEnergy and SaskTel, among others, 
will spend $1.6 billion on major projects in 
Budget 2021:

• $937.6 million from SaskPower to upgrade 
the electricity system.

• $276.8 million from SaskEnergy on the 
natural gas distribution system to meet 
the growing demand for natural gas in the 
province.

• $323.2 million from SaskTel to improve 
communication and technology-related 
infrastructure, including upgrades for 
broadband and fibre optic networks.

Economy and Jobs:

Saskatchewan’s economy has fared well during 
the pandemic. Even after losing 26,800 jobs in 
2020, Saskatchewan’s employment rate is the 
highest in the country at 61.3 per cent (compared 
to the national average of 58 per cent) and the 
second lowest unemployment rate at 8.4 per 
cent (compared to the national average of 9.6 per 
cent). 

Budget 2021 demonstrates that economic 
growth – with a focus on technology and trade 
– is a key pillar of Saskatchewan’s economic 
recovery plan. The Saskatchewan Technology 
Start-Up Incentive (which provides a tax 
credit to tech investors) was extended for five 

years to keep Saskatchewan competitive with 
neighbouring provinces.

The agriculture sector supported economic 
recovery as 2020 was the second-largest crop 
on record. Total crop production increased 0.6 
per cent since 2019 and is expected to grow 
by 41.5 million tonnes in the next five years. The 
government’s commitment to improving innovation 
in agriculture was confirmed with a $3 million 
investment for the agriculture technology venture 
capital fund. 

With neighbouring provinces BC and Alberta 
beefing up their global investment attraction 
strategies, Saskatchewan confirmed a $5 million 
increase for four new international trade and 
export offices (which will be announced at a later 
date) and to support existing offices in China, 
India, Japan and Singapore. 

Education and Public Safety:

Spending on education increased by 11.6 
per cent, or $391.3 million. But almost all of 
this increase ($319.7 million) is attributed to 
pension adjustment. This spending includes the 
$2.6 billion Ministry of Education budget, post-
secondary education ($735 million) and other 
training programs.

Saskatchewan’s 27 school divisions will receive 
$1.96 billion, an increase of $19.2 million. The 
funding includes $101.9 million to build 16 
schools and renovate five existing schools across 
the province. In addition, a 2.0 per cent salary 
increase will be in budget 2021-22 as part of the 
teachers’ collective bargaining agreement.

Budget 2021-22 includes $39.8 million for post-
secondary student supports which represents a 
10 per cent increase. This includes a government 
commitment to increase the Saskatchewan 
Advantage Scholarship from $500 to $750 
annually per eligible student to help with tuition 
costs, while the Graduate Retention Program 
will provide up to $20,000 in tax credits to 
eligible post-secondary graduates who remain 
in Saskatchewan and build their careers in the 
province.
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In order to protect families, the Ministry of 
Corrections and Public Safety will see an 
increase of $23.8 million, which includes support 
for the creation of a new Police and Crisis 
Team (PACT) for the Estevan region to address 
increased volumes of mental health calls, support 
to enhance the capabilities of the provincial 
Internet Child Exploitation (ICE) units, and 
funds to develop a Serious Incident Response 
Team (SIRT) through the Public Complaints 
Commission.

Environment and Energy:

Overall, Environment and Natural Resources is 
budgeted at $415 million, or 2.4 per cent of the 
total expense. 

The Saskatchewan Budget introduced the 
Associated Natural Gas Royalty Moratorium in 
which the province has introduced a 0 per cent 
royalty rate for five years that is attributable to all-
natural gas produced in association with oil. This 
came into effect on April 1, 2021. 

The new budget also introduces a modernized 
and expanded High Water-Cut Oil Royalty 
Incentive which will provide a new benefit where 
substantial investments in water handling capacity 
are made. This will be available if an average 
$20,000 per well capital investment has been 
made.

In order to protect the people of Saskatchewan, 
the government is also making a $17.8 million 
investment to the Saskatchewan Public Safety 
Agency for major upgrades including the 
modernization of the province’s wildfire aerial 
fleet.

Culture and Arts:

The Growth Plan sets a goal of increasing tourist 
expenditures in Saskatchewan by 50 per cent by 
2030. 

The Active Families Benefit has been restarted, 
providing $150 per child enrolled in sport, 
recreation and cultural activities. The benefit 
provides an extra $50 per child to families of 
children with a disability.

There is $5.0 million for the Saskatchewan 
Tourism Sector Support Program to help tourism-
related businesses who have experienced a loss 
of sales revenue of at least 30 per cent. There is 
also $6.4 million in other supports.

The budget provides $16.5 million for capital 
improvements and upgrades to provincial parks.

Social services and assistance is budgeted at 
$1.56 billion for 2021-22, up $66.4 million or 4.5 
per cent from 2020-21. This includes meeting the 
government’s commitment to increase benefits to 
seniors through $3.5 million in additional funding 
for the Seniors Income Plan. 

The Ministry of Social Services will provide 
increased funding of $6.7 million to third-party 
service providers. The budget also includes 
government-wide funding of $660.3 million – 
an increase of $48.8 million – for enhanced 
programming and increased utilization for people 
with disabilities. 

Also included is an increase of $8.2 million for 
new residential care spaces to support children 
and youth with developmental and complex 
behavioral needs through private treatment and 
group homes. 
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