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THE 2021 ALBERTA BUDGET:  
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

THE BUDGET BY THE NUMBERS:

$43.7 billion
Total revenue

$61.9 billion
Total spending

$18.2 billion
Deficit

$115.8 billion
Total Debt 2021/22

24.5 per cent
Debt to GDP

$48.3 billion
Operating Expenditure

$58.7 billion
Capital Expenditure

$800 million
Contingency for disaster 

assistance

$1.3 billion
Contingency for COVID-19

$500 million
Contingency for  
Recovery Plan 

$11.7 billion
Personal Tax Revenue

$1.8 billion
Corporate Tax Revenue

WTI at $46, WCS at $40.7, Light-heavy differential at $14.60
Projected Oil Prices
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THE MORE THINGS CHANGE…

While Alberta’s official legislative history will record this as the third budget brought forward by Jason 
Kenney’s United Conservative Party Government, such a description does not do justice to the sea 
change that has occurred across Alberta. As a result of this transformation, the 2021 budget stands 
alone, and quite apart, from the government’s previous fiscal plan.

As it has elsewhere in Canada and around the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has taken an enormous 
toll on both the physical and economic health of Albertans. At the time of the budget, 132,033 
Albertans have tested positive COVID-19, and there have been 1,866 fatalities. In addition, in much of 
the province significant economic restrictions designed to contain the virus remain in place.  

While Alberta’s Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Deena Hinshaw said that restrictions on some 
Alberta businesses could be lifted as early as next week, at the time of Toews’ speech, restrictions 
remained in place for in sectors such as retail stores, banquet and community halls, conference centres, 
hotels and indoor fitness.

These challenges have been further exacerbated by continued outside opposition to further 
development of Alberta’s oil and gas sector: most notably the decision by the new Biden administration 
in the U.S. to cancel further construction of the Keystone XL pipeline. As the 2021 Budget makes plain, 
these forces have combined to take a toll on Alberta’s economy. However, GDP is expected to expand 
to 4.8 per cent, and employment rests well below pre-pandemic levels.

Not surprisingly, this combination of forces has taken their toll on the Kenney Government’s public 
standing which, by some pollster’s measurements, has deteriorated more than any other government in 
Canada. With the virus still among us, the economy reeling, and the public getting restless, the 2021 
budget puts the Kenney government at a crossroads that has required them to walk back some previous 
commitments such as the promise to balance the budget before the 2023 election: a reality laid bare by 
the government’s projected $18.2 billion deficit.  

At the time of the 2020 budget, nobody in Alberta expected a budget that would be headlined by 
issues like protecting our health care system, supporting struggling small-and-medium businesses, and 
recovering commodity prices. The 2021 budget is, very much, a budget for these times.

…THE MORE THEY STAY THE SAME

Perhaps, then, what is most surprising about the budget is the extent in which it recommits to the 
principles that have defined much of the Kenney government’s agenda from the moment it took office.

This commitment is most evidently seen in Toews’ continued refusal to impose higher taxes or introduce 
new revenue measures such as a sales tax despite increased advocacy from conservative-friendly 
organizations such as the Business Council of Alberta to embrace such a move.  

In addition, the government continues to stake out a clear commitment to follow through on key election 
commitments made by Kenney, including a package of democratic reforms that include recall and 
citizen initiative legislation.
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THE BUDGET IN BRIEF:  
PROTECTING LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS

As has been signalled by the Premier himself, the budget is focussed on protecting the lives and 
livelihoods of Albertans.

Budget 2021 follows up on several key commitments the United Conservatives made to Albertans with 
the promise of economic recovery:

MAINTAINING OR INCREASING THE 
HEALTH CARE BUDGET 

We presented our first budget in October 
2019, it fulfilled our platform commitment 
to maintain the health care budget. We 
continued to honour that commitment in 
Budget 2020, and when the global pandemic 
was declared, we immediately added a half-
billion dollars to health care.

AHS REVIEW – COMMITMENT TO 
EFFICIENCIES IN OUR HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM

We will continue with the implementation 
of the AHS review to ensure our system is 
patient-centred and efficient, with costs more 
on par with those in other provinces.

REDUCE RED TAPE 

…laser focus on regulatory modernization 
and red-tape reduction – efforts that earned 
Alberta an A grade from the Canadian 
Federation of Independent Business this year, 
thanks to the good work of our Minister of Red 
Tape Reduction.

FAIR DEAL FOR ALBERTA

…the biggest obstacle to recovery may be 
our own national government, which has 
layered on regulatory requirements, created 
investment uncertainty, chased away the 
investment that maintains family-supporting 
jobs, and is now increasing the costs for our 
most vital national economic drivers.

COMMITMENT TO SUPPORTING OIL 
AND GAS SECTOR

Oil and gas are still among the most 
productive and highest-paid industries in 
the nation. The sector’s commitment to 
continuous improvement has created today’s 
high-tech, highly productive, and efficient 
industry.

A robust economy and real wealth creation is 
built on the effort, investment, and ambition of 
citizens and businesses – and government’s 
role is to provide a business environment that 
encourages the entrepreneurial spirit of its 
people.

REDUCE DEBT

We will keep our debt manageable by keeping 
Alberta’s net debt to GDP ratio below  
30 per cent.

Once we can see our way clear of the 
pandemic, we will present a clear path and 
timeline for balancing the budget. 

NO NEW TAXES

To those who would suggest we should 
simply raise taxes, I say no. Raising taxes at 
the best of times impedes economic growth, 
and with the challenges we face today, it 
would undermine the economic recovery that 
is so essential.
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As this ministry consults on the future of post-secondary education in 
Alberta, Budget 2021 reflects on Alberta’s difficult fiscal situation. The 
ministry reports operating expenses at $5.055 billion: a $72 million 
decrease from the previous budget

The ministry’s 10-year strategy, Alberta 2030: Building Skills for Jobs, 
will start this fiscal year. The goal of the strategy is to align Alberta’s 
workforce for current and future labour market needs. 

Budget 2021 also introduces a controversial new performance-based 
funding model that bases post-secondary operational funding on 
specific performance outcomes. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights: 

• $189 million toward Student Aid, an increase of $5 million.

• $4.6 billion in post-secondary operations, which is $90 million 
in savings. 

• $12 million in supports as part of COVID-19 funding.

ADVANCED EDUCATION

Demetrios Nicolaides
Minister of Advanced Education

Jesse Robertson
Chief of Staff

Curtis Clarke
Deputy Minister
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AGRICULTURE  
AND FORESTRY
The agriculture and forestry sectors are two highlights of 
Alberta’s struggling COVID economy. Budget 2021 highlights key 
contributions, including $32 million on agriculture supports and 
forestry protection.  

Budget 2021 shared their Agriculture strategy that focuses on 
significant investment in irrigation infrastructure. Alongside Irrigation 
Districts and the Canada Infrastructure Bank, this strategy will help 
attract new investment and broaden export opportunities. 

The forestry sector exceeded expectations in 2021 with an increase 
in demand for lumber and pulp products. Demand increases for these 
products comes as home building and home renovations surged 
during COVID-19. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• The 2021 operating expense budget of $841 million is lower 
than the 2021-22 forecast due to COVID-19 and the  
Recovery Plan.

• Agriculture Financial Services Corporation (AFSC)’s 
introduction of a 20 per cent crop insurance premium 
reduction will result in about $55 million staying in the hands of 
producers.

• A plan to implement initiatives to enhance the effectiveness and 
efficiencies of its wildfire management program.

Devin Dreeshen
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry

Tim Schultz
Chief of Staff

Shannon Marchand
Deputy Minister
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Budget 2021 addresses several key challenges in the childcare sector 
created by COVID-19. 

Recognizing the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and an 
economic downturn, the government’s current focus is to maintain the 
safe operation of child care programs, with anticipated future growth 
in child care spaces influenced by a combination of market forces and 
government supports.

The ministry’s 2020-21 forecast is $98 million higher than Budget 
2020 because Alberta has included $72 million for child care from the 
Safe Restart federal government program and $23 million in critical 
worker benefits for child intervention and child care programming.

The forecast also includes $11 million in child care federal supports 
directed to child care providers. The operating expense is $1.7 billion 
in 2021-22 and remains flat over the following two years.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• In 2021-22, $279.6 million is allocated for providing subsidies 
to low and middle-income families with children who access 
licensed child care services.

• In 2021-22, $113.8 million is allocated to provide funding 
for the certification of child care staff through professional 
development and wage top-ups, and for supporting and 
monitoring licensed child care programs.

• In addition, the ministry has reallocated $28 million in supports 
to assist child care centers to safely re-open.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES

Rebecca Schulz
Minister of Children’s Services

Lauren Armstrong
Chief of Staff

Sherri Wilson
Deputy Minister
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The 2020-21 operating expense forecast included $72 million 
in spending to respond to COVID-19 for homeless and women’s 
shelters and critical worker benefits for essential workers, which is 
offset by lower demand for income support programs. In 2021-22, 
operating expenses for community and social services will total $3.9 
billion. It is estimated that operating expenses will increase by 2.4 per 
cent to $4 billion by 2023-24.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• The ministry has committed $5 million in 2021-22 to build on 
successful partnerships supporting employment opportunities 
for Albertans with disabilities.

• Community and Social Services is providing $7 million 
for the Civil Society Empowerment Fund to help nonprofit 
organizations and charities address pressing social challenges.

• To help promote healthy relationships and support Albertans 
leaving domestic violence and abuse, $13 million will be 
provided in 2021-22 for sexual assault services and over $5 
million will be provided in 2021-22 for the Family Violence 
Prevention programs.

• The ministry is also expanding the successful Family Managed 
Supports model by spending approximately $2 million in 2021-
22 to establish four new family-governed resource centres 
to provide tools, resources and information to help families 
manage their Family Support for Children with Disabilities 
(FSCD) and Persons with Developmental Disabilities (PDD) 
services in St. Paul, Grande Prairie, Medicine Hat and 
Edmonton.

• The Family and Community Social Services program, which 
supports communities through preventative social services that 
help enhance Albertans’ well-being and increase their ability 
preparedness for crisis situations, is maintained at $100 million 
each year.

COMMUNITY AND  
SOCIAL SERVICES

Rajan Sawhney
Minister of Community  

and Social Services

Kulshan Gill
Chief of Staff

Cynthia Farmer
Deputy Minister
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Budget 2021 confirms support for Alberta’s hard hit not-for-profit and 
sports sectors. 

The Stabilize Program, introduced as part of the Alberta Recovery 
Plan, will provide one-time funding to live sports, arts, and culture 
organizations in hopes of reigniting their events and organizations. 
The program will provide up to $15 million in 2021-22, a decrease 
from the $22 million in 2020-21, to enable Alberta-based professional 
and amateur sport teams and leagues, as well as organizations that 
operate live cultural performances in an effort to offset financial 
losses due to cancelled activity and enable them to remain financially 
sustainable long-term.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• An increase of $12 million from Budget 2020 to $197 million, 
primarily due to the Stabilize Program.

• Long-term goal is to lower the operating expenses to  
$146 million by 2023-24 as a result of gradual conclusion 
of screen-based production grants that will transition to the 
Ministry of Jobs, Economy and Innovation, under the Film and 
Television Tax Credit.

CULTURE, 
MULTICULTURALISM  
AND STATUS OF WOMEN

Leela Aheer
Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism  

and Status of Women

Mandi Johnson
Chief of Staff

Lora Pillipow
Deputy Minister
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Budget 2021 provides Alberta’s education system with stability 
following a tumultuous year for Alberta’s teachers, students and 
parents. Operating expenses for Alberta’s K-12 system increase to 
$8.2 billion in 2021-22.

Budget 2021 is the first year that the new Funding and Assurance 
Model is instituted for Alberta’s education system, which provides 
funding consistency for school districts even if their enrolment 
fluctuates from year to year.  

A new curriculum will be instituted over the next five years: a key 
campaign commitment from the UCP in the 2019 election. 

Capital spending sits at $1 billion in 2021-22 and drops to $653 
million and $463 million over the next two years.  

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $130 million in COVID mitigation funding to school districts.

• $377 million towards student transportation.

EDUCATION

Adriana LaGrange
Minister of Education

Nicole Williams
Chief of Staff

Andre Tremblay
Deputy Minister
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After a disastrous start to 2021 with oil prices trading into the 
negatives, the energy sector has rebounded past expectations with 
prices sitting at pre-pandemic levels.

Energy will be tasked with dealing with the effects of U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s cancellation of the Keystone XL Pipeline, which the 
Alberta government invested $1.5 billion and provided TC Energy with 
a $6 billion loan guarantee in April 2020 in an effort to de-risk the 
project. 

Budget 2021 reaffirms opportunities for Alberta’s diversification 
strategy with $28 million allocated to support Geothermal Resource 
Development and the Mineral Strategy. The Fiscal Plan also outlines 
the gains in efficiency and significant reductions in emissions, with a 
22 per cent decline over the last decade in the average greenhouse 
gas emissions per barrel, including many companies reaching their 
net-zero commitments and emissions reduction targets.

Budget 2021 made note of the critical need for the federal 
government to develop policies that support and complement the 
province’s own recovery efforts, highlighting that Alberta will be that 
key engine as we emerge from the pandemic. 

Although the Canadian Energy Centre received criticism upon launch, 
they have delivered on their mandate outlined by the Auditor General 
in November 2020 and will receive the same budget of $10 million to 
operate in 2021.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

ENERGY

Sonya Savage
Minister of Energy

Dale Nally
Associate Minister of  

Natural Gas and Electricity

Jerry Bellikka
Minister’s Chief of Staff

Filip Palasz
Associate Minister’s Chief of Staff

Grant Sprague 
Deputy Minister

• The ministry’s operating expense budget is $963 million – an increase 
of $233 million.

• The government continues to support Carbon Capture and Utilization 
technology, the Natural Gas Vision and Strategy, the Alberta 
Petrochemicals Incentive Program, and the Site Rehabilitation Program.

• Investment in renewable energy continues to increase with several 
projects scheduled to begin or resume construction this year, including 
a wind and solar project totalling $700 million and projects to support 
more natural gas consumption in the province.
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The ministry is hoping to turn the corner after a difficult 2020, which 
included a public campaign against perceived provincial park sales. 

Budget 2021 features a decrease of $368 million in their operating 
expenses forecast, putting their new operating expenses at $499 
million. 

The Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction (TIER) program 
sits at $49 million in Budget 2021. The TIER fund is made of up 
payments from Alberta’s large industrial emitters.  

Alberta Parks will see a significant increase to their budget with $81 
million to address increased activity on Crown Lands. Alberta Parks 
will work with municipalities, Indigenous communities, and non-profit 
societies to support the government’s vision and find balance of 
environment stewardship with recreational access and conservation.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• A 42 per cent decrease in Budget 2021 given the one-time 
funding that was provided for TIER in 2020-2021. 

• $13 million for Digital Regulatory Assurance System over the 
next three years to support the government’s efforts to reduce 
red tape and deliver an outcomes-based regulatory approach.

• Funds from TIER will be invested in a series of programs to 
support and promote Alberta’s Environmental, Social, and 
Governance reputation totalling $1 million in order to sustain 
and attract investment. 

ENVIRONMENT  
AND PARKS

Jason Nixon
Minister of Environment  

and Parks

Megan Griffith 
Chief of Staff

Bev Yee
Deputy Minister
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As Alberta approaches their one-year anniversary of the first 
confirmed case of COVID-19, the government’s laser focus on 
reigning in health care spending has changed to over $2 billion in new 
COVID-19 related spending.  

A key pillar of Budget 2021 is investing in Alberta’s health care with 
the system continuing to cope with COVID-19 and bolster COVID 
vaccination programs. 

Budget 2021 features an increase of over $900 million in the Health 
Ministry’s operating expenses, which now sits at a record-breaking 
$23 billion. Budget 2021 has also dedicated over $3 billion to 
capital projects over the next three years, including investments in 
new and existing health facilities, medical equipment and information 
technology systems. This includes $143 million for new health care 
facilities. The government will also be investing $23 million in 2021-
2024 to renovate the Foothills Medical Centre Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit in Calgary as well as over $59 million for the Rockyview 
General Hospital to relocate and redevelop the Intensive Care Unit, 
Coronary Care Unit and Gastrointestinal clinic.

Budget 2021 commits to clearing the surgical backlog that was 
created by COVID-19 and to assist with reducing wait times for 
medically-necessary surgeries. Budget 2021 allocated $4.1 billion 
to acute care. This provides hospital-based acute care inpatient 
services, which includes operational funding for the Alberta Surgical 
Initiative. 

To safeguard Albertans from communicable diseases, Budget 2021 
invests $698 million to support public and population health initiatives 
to maintain and improve the health of Albertans. A key feature of this 
investment is to protect invest in public education and immunizations 
for vaccine-preventable diseases such as influenza, COVID-19 and 
measles. 

HEALTH AND  
MENTAL HEALTH

Tyler Shandro
Minister of Health  
and Mental Health 

Jason Luan
Associate Minister of Mental Health 

and Addiction

Christopher Thresher
Minister’s Chief of Staff

Marshall K. Smith
Associate Minister’s Chief of Staff

Lorna Rosen 
Deputy Minister
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The Government of Alberta is also investing $140 million over 
the next four years for mental health and addiction supports. 
This funding is to support increased access to publicly-funded 
addiction and mental health treatment spaces, including access 
to five life-changing recovery communities. 

Budget 2021 forecasts $5.2 billion in grants for physician 
compensation and development in 2021-2022, as well as a 
$3.5 billion investment in community care, continuing care, and 
home care programs.

Tyler Shandro
Minister of Health  
and Mental Health 

Jason Luan
Associate Minister of Mental Health 

and Addiction

Christopher Thresher
Minister’s Chief of Staff

Marshall K. Smith
Associate Minister’s Chief of Staff

Lorna Rosen 
Deputy Minister



14

The ministry improved partnerships with First Nations in Alberta with 
two historic agreements to start off 2021, including:

• The Moose Lake Area Management Plan (MLAMP) with Fort 
McKay First Nation, and

• A 143,800-hectare expansion of the protected area in the 
Kitaskino Nuwenëné Wildland in Northeastern Alberta to form 
the world’s largest protected contiguous boreal forest area.

Indigenous Relations’ overall operating expenses sits at $180 million 
in Budget 2021: an increase of $51 million in comparison to the 
2020-2021 budget

In 2021-22, $8.5 million is allocated for the Alberta Indigenous 
Opportunities Corporation (AIOC) in order to support Indigenous 
groups seeking to make medium- to large-scale investments in natural 
resource projects that benefit the Alberta economy. Budget 2021 also 
provides oversight to the AIOC to facilitate investment by Indigenous 
groups in natural resource projects and related infrastructure. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $9 million of operating support and commitment of up to $1 
billion for the loan guarantee program to increase Indigenous 
access to capital markets and support Indigenous investments 
in natural resource projects.

• An investment of $3 million for the Indigenous Litigation Fund 
in 2021- 22, supporting pro-development First Nations in 
defending their right to be consulted on major energy projects.

INDIGENOUS RELATIONS

Rick Wilson
Minister of Indigenous Relations

Ted Bauer
Chief of Staff

Donovan Young
Deputy Minister
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A boost to infrastructure spending is a central piece of the 
government’s economic recovery plan, with capital spending up to 
$20.7 billion over the next three years. The $1.7 billion increase is 
a result of the government accelerating the Capital Maintenance 
Renewal (CMR) projects to help create jobs and stimulate economic 
activity. The government is projecting that this will create thousands of 
immediate and long-term jobs in Alberta. 

Budget 2021 does not outline any specifics on P3s or private-public 
arrangements but mentions they will continue to explore ways to find 
efficient and effective ways to deliver projects.

The Budget 2021 Capital Plan includes:

• $5.9 billion for municipal supports.

• $3 billion for public infrastructure renewal, including  
capital maintenance.

• $2.4 billion for roads and bridges.

• $2.2 billion for health facilities.

• $1.6 billion for school infrastructure.

• $2.7 billion on other Capital Plan envelopes.

• $800 million for Economic Recovery Capital Envelope.

• $2.2 billion in the Schools, Universities, Colleges and Alberta 
Health Services sector,  self-financed capital spending by 
Alberta Health Services, school boards, and  
post-secondary institutions.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Prasad Panda
Minister of Infrastructure

David Jackson
Chief of Staff

Shannon Flint 
Deputy Minister
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Alberta’s economic development ministry was overhauled in 2020 with 
a new name, new minister, and a new purpose: rolling out Alberta’s 
Recovery Plan, the province’s roadmap for bringing back the Alberta 
Advantage. 

Part of Alberta’s Recovery Plan is to boost the province’s innovation 
and technology sectors. The new Innovation Employment Grant is 
designed to help companies improve their research and innovation 
programs in Alberta. The new grant will receive $166 million over the 
next three years. 

Budget 2021 also commits to the development of two new strategies 
from the ministry: 

• Provincial Broadband Strategy to improve the rural-urban 
internet divide and help drive agri-tech and telehealth in 
Alberta. 

• A 10-year Tourism Strategy to double tourism in Alberta by 
2030. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• A Finance and Financial Technology Strategy will use Alberta’s 
tax competitiveness, including the lowest corporate tax rate 
in Canada. Budget 2021 outlines a strategy for this sector 
to attract investments by cutting red tape for fintech service 
providers. The strategy includes developing a concierge office 
for the financial sector and partnerships with Alberta’s post-
secondary institutions. 

• $25 million over the next two years for Alberta Innovates to 
bolster accelerator and scale up programs to help Alberta’s 
entrepreneurs.  

• $1 billion in operating expenses for the ministry in 2020-21, 
an increase of $706 million due to spending on Alberta’s 
economic recovery. 

JOBS, ECONOMY  
AND INNOVATION

Doug Schweitzer 
Minister of Jobs, Economy  

and Innovation

Jonah Mozeson
Chief of Staff

Katherine White 
Deputy Minister
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A key piece of “Protecting Lives and Livelihoods” includes delivering 
better access to Alberta’s justice system following significant issues 
created by COVID-19 and pre-existing backlogs in the court system. 

Battling rural crime remains a priority for the government as a key 
campaign promise from the 2019 election. Budget 2021 commits 
to improving law enforcement capacity through the Rural Alberta 
Provincial Integrated Defence (RAPID) Response team. 

Hiring Crown prosecutors is a high priority for this government, with 
the ministry promising an additional 50 new Crown prosecutors and 
additional support staff. 

The ministry will see operating expenses remain at $1.3 billion in 
Budget 2021 and capital spending at $6 billion. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $30 million over the next three years for Justice Digital, which 
remains underway as the justice system battles COVID-19 
related cost pressures. 

• An Alberta Provincial Police Service is on the table with Budget 
2021 reaffirming the promise on conducting a feasibility study. 

JUSTICE AND  
SOLICITOR GENERAL

Kaycee Madu
Minister of Justice and  

Solicitor General

Riley Braun 
Acting Chief of Staff

Frank Bosscha 
Deputy Minister



18

Budget 2021 features a $506 million increase to Labour and 
Immigration’s operating expenses following a turbulent year of labour 
force distribution from COVD-19. This increase is mainly due to 
the Emergency Isolation Support, Workers’ Compensation Board 
Premium Support and the Critical Worker Benefit (CWB).

The recently announced CWB, which features provincial and federal 
funding, will provide a $1,200 one-time payment to eligible workers 
across the province. The CWB will cost the province $1.8 million in 
the upcoming fiscal year. 

Budget 2021 builds on the ministry’s “Blueprint for Jobs” plan with 
investments in the Alberta Jobs Now Program and an investment of 
$40.6 million in funding for skills and training support programs in 
2021-2022.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $127.5 million allocated to the Alberta Jobs Now program.

• Launching new streams of the Alberta Immigrant Nominee 
Program to attract job-creating entrepreneurs and specialized 
skills and talent to support Alberta’s economy.

• $64.8 million allocated to ensuring safe, fair and healthy 
workplaces.

LABOUR AND 
IMMIGRATION

Jason Copping 
Minister of Labour  
and Immigration

Jon Koehli 
Chief of Staff

Shawn McLeod  
Deputy Minister
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A key objective in “Protecting Lives and Livelihoods” includes 
“building better communities”, which promises to strengthen 
accountability for municipalities with initiatives like the Alberta 
Municipalities Measurement Index that allows Albertans to compare 
tax rates and other indicators between Alberta’s municipalities. 

Budget 2021 reaffirms the province’s commitment to municipal 
infrastructure with $5.9 billion in spending in the Capital Plan; 
however, the budget notes that capital funding will see a reduction 
over the next two years. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $25.4 million for the Alberta Community Partnership in 2021-
22 to support municipalities conducting senate elections 
and the one or more planned referendum questions coming 
during the October 2021 municipal election. The program also 
supports other efforts including more regional collaboration and 
finding efficiency in service delivery. 

• $1.2 billion for the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) 
in Budget 2021. The program provides capital grants for 
municipalities. 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

Ric McIver 
Interim Minister of  
Municipal Affairs 

Mat Steppan 
Chief of Staff

Paul Wynnyk  
Deputy Minister
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The Seniors and Housing Ministry featured a $6 million increase in 
operating expenses from Budget 2021 to $673 million. This reflects 
$30 million of additional funding in 2020-21 provided for seniors’ 
lodges to meet COVID-19 related public health orders by the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health to provide personal protective equipment 
and cleaning supplies along with additional staffing costs.

Budget 2021 provides the next steps on affordable housing in Alberta 
following the recommendations received from the Affordable Housing 
Review Panel in October 2020. The panel recommended a major 
overhaul of how the province engages in affordable housing projects 
and partnerships, including developing a provincial affordable housing 
strategic plan to achieve greater sustainability, improve access and 
enhance partnerships.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• A $16 million reinstatement to the Rental Assistance program in 
2021-22, which will help more Albertans in need of affordable 
housing.

• •In 2021-22, $322.6 million will be allocated to build, renew, 
maintain, and operate affordable housing in the province 
through the government-supported Community Housing, 
Seniors Self-Contained Housing, Seniors Lodge, Special 
Needs Housing and Rent Supplement programs.

• In 2021-22, seniors’ financial assistance programs will support 
more than 170,000 seniors with low income to meet their basic 
needs, afford essential health and personal supports and age 
safely in their homes through the provision of $464.0 million in 
grants and $19.7 million in low-interest home equity loans.

SENIORS AND HOUSING

Josephine Pon 
Minister of  

Seniors and Housing

Shannon Gill 
Chief of Staff

Susan Taylor  
Deputy Minister
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Service Alberta’s 2020-21 operating expenses forecast is $12 million 
higher than Budget 2020, which reflects increased package delivery 
services due to COVID-19 and priority Information Technology 
projects for cloud services.

Alberta is taking a comprehensive review of the Business 
Corporations Act to eliminate red tape and outdated provisions to help 
make Alberta a “destination of choice for businesses in Canada.”

Service Alberta is working on the Digital Strategy which will reduce 
costs while also providing enhanced access to services for Albertans. 

The ministry continues to work on the Broadband Strategy which aims 
to support current and long-term plans for broadband connectivity 
across the province as part of Alberta’s economic recovery.

The ministry is also evaluating the sale of Corporate, Land Title, and 
Personal Property Registries to create efficiencies and promote 
effectiveness.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $75,000 allocated to review the Business Corporations 
Act to eliminate red tape and outdated provisions that stifle 
competition, thereby supporting Alberta in becoming a 
destination of choice for people to register a business in 
Canada. 

• $500,000 allocated to implement the Prompt Payment and 
Construction Lien Act to streamline adjudication and dispute 
resolution processes for contractors and industries, to ensure a 
fair marketplace for consumers and businesses. 

• $5.1 million targeted to modernize government’s information 
management tools, including implementation of Microsoft 
365 and Enterprise Content Management systems, which will 
enhance the way government manages information. 

• $2.5 million allocated to perform data analytics work to enable 
partner ministries to make better policy and program decisions.

SERVICE ALBERTA

Nate Glubish
Minister of Service Alberta

Jamie Mozeson
Chief of Staff

David James  
Deputy Minister
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Budget 2021 features an increase for the Transportation Ministry with 
operating expenses sitting at $2.2 billion and capital expenses at $1.5 
billion.

The government continues to implement SafeRoads Alberta and 
support commercial drivers under the Mandatory Entry-Level Training 
program while transitioning passenger vehicle road tests to a private 
delivery model.

The Alberta government is providing $457 million over the next three 
years (in addition to the $69 million funded in 2020-2021) to address 
strategic infrastructure projects laid out in the Recovery Plan. Projects 
benefiting from this funding include the Highway 3 Twinning, the 
Terwillegar Expansion, and the Highway 201 Bow River Bridge on 
Southeast Stoney Trail. Construction on these infrastructure projects 
aims to support economic development and job creation, improve the 
quality of life for Albertans by seamlessly connecting them to critical 
services and each other, and improve mobility and market access for 
industry.

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• $157 million for transportation projects.

• $129 million allocated for municipal transportation and water 
infrastructure projects.

• $42 million for the Strategic Transportation Infrastructure 
Program.

TRANSPORTATION

Ric McIver
Minister of Transportation

Mark Jacka
Chief of Staff

Rae-Ann Lajeunesse  
Deputy Minister
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As promised, there are no new taxes in Budget 2021. 

Treasury Board and Finance will have operating expenses of $1.65 
billion in the next fiscal year. 

Budget 2021 confirms the accelerated Job Creation Tax Cut, which 
reduced Alberta’s corporate tax rate to 8 per cent from the original 
12 per cent when the UCP first formed government in May 2019. The 
timeline for the Job Creation Tax Cut was moved ahead in Alberta’s 
Recovery Plan, released in June 2020, to help Alberta’s economy 
recovery from its most recent economic downturn. 

AGLC’s liquor and cannabis income performed better than expected 
whereas gaming revenue dropped significantly with the closure of 
casinos for a large part of 2020. ATB Financial income is projected at 
$193 million in 2021-22, which is $77 million higher than the previous 
year. 

Budget 2021 Key Highlights:

• Alberta’s Heritage Savings Trust Fund is projected to sit at 
$16.7 billion in 2021-22 and provide general revenue $1.18 
billion. 

• The Associate Ministry of Red Tape Reduction, which falls 
under Treasury Board and Finance, continues their efforts to 
reduce regulatory burden in Alberta. In 2020-21, Red Tape 
Reduction introduced two bills that changed 26 pieces  
of legislation. 

TREASURY BOARD  
AND FINANCE 

Travis Toews
Minister of Treasury Board  

and Finance  

Grant Hunter
Associate Minister of  
Red Tape Reduction

Mitchel Gray
Minister’s Chief of Staff

Bryan Rogers
Associate Minister’s Chief of Staff

Athana Mentzelopoulos 
Deputy Minister
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ABOUT ENTERPRISE 
CANADA

Enterprise is a leading national communications, 
public affairs and public relations firm with offices in 
Edmonton, Toronto, Ottawa and Hamilton. 

We work for many of Canada’s largest companies, 
government agencies, and associations on some of 
the most challenging and complicated issues facing 
the country.  

Our team of strategists, consultants and content 
creators come from inside politics, government, 
business and media. We are the people you want to 
be in the trenches with. 

In the coming days and weeks, our Enterprise team 
is available to help you navigate what Alberta’s 2021 
Budget means for your organization.

Hub at Enterprise is our digital-first creative team. We 
bring ideas and communications strategies to life. 
Our designers, video producers, marketers and digital 
strategists help build, shape and move public opinion. 
We use emotionally-driven content, visual storytelling 
and our custom AccuMessage campaign technology 
to win the day.

OUR 
SERVICES

Communications Strategy 
Development & Execution

• Media relations & media training

• Internal communications

• Stakeholder engagement

• Community consultation

Issues Management & Crisis 
Communications

• Crisis Plans & simulations

• Immediate response services

Public Policy Campaigns  
& Solutions

Government Relations

• Contact plan development  
& execution

• Lobby days

Policy Development

Events & Conferences

Creative Services
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Steven McLelan 
Director, Public Affairs

smclelan@enterprisecanada.com

Steven joined the Enterprise team after leading the United 
Conservative Party Caucus Research and Policy team following 
the government’s successful election in 2019. His vantage point 
of Alberta politics and the government can only be seen by a few 

others as he oversaw and provided policy advice and support to the 63 Government Caucus members. 
But this was not his first political role as he is no stranger to politics, policy, or problem solving. Prior 
to moving to Alberta, he graduated from University of Victoria and developed his robust research skills 
and understanding of the political landscape by administering opposition research for the BC Liberal 
Caucus. He applied those skills to the nomination vetting process for United Conservative Party 
contestants prior to the 2018 Alberta by-election and 2019 general election. Steven is Enterprise’s  
go-to when we need a comprehensive briefing on what worked, what does not, what is the best 
solution for our clients, and why.

Erika Barootes 
Vice President, Western Canada 

ebarootes@enterprisecanada.com

Based in Edmonton, Erika leads Enterprise’s Western Canada 
office. As the first elected president of the United Conservative 
Party, she knows Alberta’s government inside and out—from the 
premier’s office to the heart of policy making and most things in 

between. Erika played a central role in preparing the party for winning government and managed digital 
and social media during the campaign. Her experience in government in Alberta includes positions as 
senior manager of government communications in the premier’s office, senior advisor to a minister, and 
caucus liaison to the government’s policy coordination office. She has also managed the brand and 
reputation of a major Edmonton-based utility, owned her own small business and has served on the 
boards of Fort Edmonton Park and the Edmonton Economic Development Corporation.

OUR TEAM IN WESTERN CANADA

Enterprise strengthened its national reach with the official opening of its western Canada office on the 
heels of Alberta’s 2019 provincial election. 

Led by Erika Barootes, the first elected President of the United Conservative Party, aand Steven 
McLelan, the former Director of Policy and Research for the United Conservative Government Caucus, 
the Edmonton-based office provides an enhanced level of expertise and on-the-ground support, 
building on the firm’s long history in Alberta and western Canada.

mailto:smclelan%40enterprisecanada.com?subject=
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