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Parliament of the World’s Religions Coming to Canada 
World’s oldest and largest interfaith celebration set for Toronto 

  
TORONTO (May 1, 2017) –Toronto will host the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions, the world’s largest interfaith gathering in November of 2018. This 
seven-day event has in the past featured appearances from luminaries like the 
Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi and 
President Jimmy Carter. 
  
 “The most diverse religious gathering in the world is coming to the most diverse 
city in the world,” says Dr. Rob Sellers, Board Chair of the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions. Established in 1893, this major international event has never 
been held in Canada before.  
  
“The Parliament of the World's Religions is an extraordinary opportunity for 
people of the globe to engage the crucial issues of our world, such as climate 
change, poverty, and violence” says Dr. Larry Greenfield, Executive Director of 
the Parliament. “We are especially encouraged by the Indigenous wisdom 
keepers, women, and young people who will be featured among the international 
leaders coming from around the world to this Parliament.” 
  
Last held in 2015 in Salt Lake City, the Parliament was attended by more than 
10,000 people. 
 
Presenters at past Parliaments have included the following religious leaders: 
 

●     His Holiness the XIV Dalai Lama, leader of Tibetan Buddhism, who 
spoke about committing ourselves to overcoming income equality 
●     Archbishop Bernadito Auza, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to 
the United Nations and official envoy of Pope Francis, who stressed the 



connection between social justice and climate change 
●     Former South African President Nelson Mandela, who credited the 
cooperation between religions for helping overcome apartheid  
●     Dr. Jane Goodall, world renowned primatologist and conservationist, 
who warned about the long-term impacts of war, violence and hate on our 
Planet Earth 
●     Sheikh Saleh Abdullah Bin Hamid, Imam at the Great Mosque of 
Mecca, who brought his vision of a society tackling climate change. 

 
At the most recent Parliament held in 2015, 75 nations and 30 faiths 
encompassing more than 200 unique spiritual, indigenous, and secular traditions 
were represented, creating a cultural hub that took over the city for week-long 
discussions, workshops, and events. 
With more than half of Toronto residents having been born outside of Canada, 
and 76 percent identifying with a religious affiliation, the city’s hosting an event 
like the Parliament is a natural next step in its ongoing commitment to pluralism 
and civil generosity of spirit. 
It will enable Toronto to welcome thousands to an event that resonates with the 
Parliament’s 124-year history. 
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About The Parliament of the World’s Religions 
Founded in 1893, the Parliament of the World’s Religion is the oldest and largest 
interfaith gathering in the world. The Parliament is held every three years across 
the globe, bringing together Nobel Laureates and top international religious 
leaders, initiating dialogue to achieve a just, peaceful and sustainable world. 
More information can be found at https://parliamentofreligions.org 
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